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The Gofpel a Doétrine according to 
Godl:ine/s. 
(Continued from page 405.) 


NUMBER VII. 


ROM the doétrine 
vile. contained in the gof- 
pel, refpecting Chrift’s fecond com- 
ing——the end of the world—the 
refurrection of the dead—the gen- 
eral judgment—and the eternal 
ftate, its fuitablenefs and tenden- 
cy to promote true religion may 
clearly appear. 

According to the doftrine de- 
ligered on thefe heads, by Chrilt 
and his apoftles, «* In the end of 
the world, the Son of man {hall 
fend forth his angels, and they 
fhall gather out of his kingdom 
all things that offend, and them 
who do iniquity, and fhall caft 
them into rg Miho of fire; there 
fhall be wailing and gnafhing of 
teeth. Then fhall the righteous 
fhine forth as the fun in the king. 
dom of their Father. The Son 
of man fhgjl come in the glory of 
his Father, with all his angels; 
and then he fhall reward every 
man according to his works. All 
that are in the graves fhall hear 
his voice, and fhall come forth ; 

Vou. 1, No.. 32. 





they that have done good unto the 
refurretion of life; and they that 
have done evil unto the io hone 
tion of damnation.” 

On the day appointed for the 
revelation of the righteous judg. 
ment of God, * He will render 
toevery manaccordingto hisdeeds: 
to them who, by patient contina- 
ance in well-doing feek for glory, 
and honor, and immortality, etere 
nal life : but unto them that are 
contentious, and do not obey the 
truth but obey unrighteoufnefs, ine 
dignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguifh, upon every foul of 
man that doeth evil; of the Jew 
firft, and alfo of the Gentile—ia 
the day when God fhall judge the 
feerets oF men by Jefus Chrilt, ac- 
cording tothe gofpel.”” For the 
Lord, when he comes, “ will 
bring to light the Aidden thing: of 
darknefs, and make manifelt tLe 
counfels of the hearts.” 

The judgment will be univerfal, 
decifive and final. ‘The Lord Je-. 
fus Chrift thall judge the quick and 
the dead at his appearing and king- 
dom. He thall come with clouds; 
and every cye fhall feehim. He 
fhall come in his glory, attended 
with all the holy angels, and .t 
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upon the throne of his glory. All 
nations fhall be gathered before 
him, and placed, the righteous on 
his right hand, but the wicked on 
his left.’ Then with the authority 
and power of the preat king and fu- 
preme judge, he fhall fay'to the 
former, ** Come ye bleffed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation 
of the world.””—But to the latter, 
with the fame authority and irre- 
fiftible energy, he thall fay, ‘* De- 


part from me, ye curfed, into ever- 
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and great, fhall ftand before Géd, 
The books fha'l be opened, and 
the dead fhall be judged out of thofe 
things which are written in the 
books, according to their works, 
The fea fhall give up the dead 
which were in it ; and death and 
hell fhall deliver up the dead which 
were in them. And every one 
who is not found written in the 


| book of life, thall be caft into the 


lafting fire, prepared for the devil | 


and his angels. 


And thefe fhall | tone ; which is the fecond death. 


go away into everlalting punifh- | 
ment: but the righteous into life | 


eternal.” 

"he time, the manner, and the 
effets and confequences of Chrift’s 
fecond coming, are reprefented as 
being to the wicked, awful and 
diftreffing, beyond all human con- 
ception. To them, his coming 
wil] be fudden, unexpeéted, and 
with dreadful furprife and ruin, like 
that of athiefinthe night. For 
when they fhall fay, peace and 
fafety, then fudden deftruétion 


a woman with child ; and they 
fhall not efcape.—The Lord Jefus 
fhall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire, 
taking a. on them that 
know not God, and that obey not 
the gofpel : who fhall be pumifhed 
with everlafting deftru€tion from 
the prefence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power. —The 
heavens fhall pafs away with a 
great noif-, and the elements fhall 
melt with fervent heat; the earth 
alfo, and the works that are there- 
in fhall be burnt up.” 
bodies, though dead and buried, 
ot immerfed in the ocean, ever fo 
many ages, fhall appear with their 
fouls before the omnifcient and 


righteous Judge. ‘The dead, {mall 


lake of fire. Yea, all the finally 
wicked, impenitent and ungodly, 
fhall have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brim- 


But to the godly, on the other 
hand—to the faithful and obedient, 


: Chrift’s fecond coming, and its at- 
| tendants and confequences, are re- 


prefented as joyous, happy and 
glorious, beyond the powers of 
language to defcribe, or of the hu- 
man mind, in its prefent ftate, 
to conceive. When Chrift, who 
is their life, fhall appear, they al- 
fo fhall appear with him‘in glory. 
They fhall fee him as he is, and 
be like him. He fhall change 


even their vile body, and fafhion 
cometh upon them, as travail upon | 


| 
' 
| 
' 





. / 
Even their 





it like unto his own glorious body. 
Their bodies, when raifed at his 
coming, fhall be fpiritual, incor- 


_ruptible, glorious, «nd immortal ; 


and the bodies of thofe who fhall 
be then living on the earth, fhall be 
inftantaneoufly changed, and ren- 
dered in like manner fpiritual and 
immortal. The Lord himfelf thall 
defcend from heaven with a fhout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God ; and 
the dead in Chrift thalkrife. Then 
they who are alive and remain, 
fhall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air : and fo fhall'they 
ever be with the Lord. With 
him they fhall dwell forever in the 
heavenly city, the magnificence, 
folendor and beauty, happine!s 
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and glory of which, furpafs all de- 
{cription—in which is the throne 
of God and of the Lamb, where 
his fervants thall ferve him, and fee 
his face, and have his name in their 
foreheads—where there fhall be no 
curfe—where there fhall be no 
night—where they fhall need no 
candle, nor light of the fun ; for the 
Lord God giveth them light : and 
they fhall reign forever and ever. 

Surely upon reading thefe gof- 
pel doétrines and contemplating 
thefe fcriptural reprefentations, it 
mult be admitted, and clearly 
feen, by candid minds, that the 
gofpel is admirably fuited and pe- 
culiarly calculated, to reftrain from 
fin, and to excite to the ftudy and 
practice of righteoufnefs and true 
holinefs. 


NUMBER VIII. 


HE fuitablenefs and 
- i tendency of the gof- 


pel, to fubferve the intereft of true 
religion, and to excite to the ftu- 
dy and practice ef univerfal heli- 
nefs, appear, with abundant evi- 
dence, from the variety and great- 
nefs of the motives, which it ex- 
hibits and prefents before us. 

Thefe indeed, at leaft a great 
part of them, have been fuggelted 
under the foregoing particulars. 
A general view of them in this 
place, will, of courfe, be com- 
prifed in a concife repetition or re- 
capitulation of the principal things 
more largely flated in the prece- 
ding numbers. I, however, con- 
ceive it may be ufeful, and perti- 
nent to the general defign of treat- 
ing on this fubje@, to colle& and 
exhibit them together, in one fum- 
mary view. ‘This will now be at- 
tempted. 

From a review of the various 
particulars which have been {tated 
and illuftrated, it will appear, that 
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in the gofpel are exhibited and 
prefented before us, all the mo- 
tives to the exercife and prattice 
of piety and holinefs, which are 
founded in ard refult from all the 
obligations to love and ferve the 
living God, which croud upon the 
mind, from a view of him as be- 
ing inexprefhbly and infinitely a- 
miable and glorious, excellent and 
perfeé&t—our Creator and conftant 
preferver and rightful fovereign— 
the fountain, fource and compre: 
henfion of being and all good ; 
and therefore infinitely worthy of 
our fupreme and conftant love and 
fervice ; and from all the obliga- 
tion which {trikes the mind, from 
a view of his authority as original, 
underived, and infinitely binding, 
and ofthefacrednefsand unchanging 
obligation of his law ; and aifo from 
a view of a great number of par- 
ticular precepts and prohibitions, 
clothed and enforced with the au- 
thority of the preat God and our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, exprefsly for- 
bidding all the variety of particu- 
lar finful Jufts and paflions, works 
and ways, which are contrary to 
or inconfiftent with true piety and 
real holinefs, and injoining all tae 
variety of particular exercifes and 
affections, works and duties, which 
are comprehended in true religion 
in all its extent. 

From this review it will alfo ap- 
pear, that the gofpel exhibits all 
the motives to holinefs and true 
religion, which can be derived 
from the moft difinterefted felf- 
moving goodnefs and love of God 
and Jefus Chrilt, difplayed in the 
plan and work of redemption—the 
love of God, in appointing and 
giving his only begotten Son to be 
the propitiation for our fins ; and 
the love and grace of the Son, in 
freely undertaking and performing 
the arduous work, at the infinite 
expenfe of his humiliation and o- 
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upon the throne of his glory. All 
nations fhall be gathered before 
him, and placed, the righteous on 
his right hand, but the wicked on 
his left. ? Then with the authority 
and power of the great king and fu- 
preme judge, he fhall fay'to the 
former, ** Come ye bleffed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation 
of the world.””—But to the latter, 
with the fame authority and irre- 
fiftible energy, he fhall fay, “ De- 


part from me, ye curfed, into ever- 
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Jafting fire, prepared for the devil ' 


and his angels. 
go away into everla{ting punith- 
ment: but the righteous into life 
eternal.” 

"he time, the manner, and the 
effects and confequences of Chrift’s 
fecond coming, are reprefented as 
being to the wicked, awful and 
diftrefiing, beyond all human con- 
ception. To them, his coming 
will be fudden, unexpeéted, and 
with dreadful furprife and ruin, like 
that of athiefinthe night. “ For 
when they fhall fay, peace and 
fafety, then fudden deftruétion 
cometh upon them, as travail upon 
a woman with child ; and they 
fhall not efcape.—The Lord Jefus 
fhall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels, in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not 
the gofpel : who fhall be pumfhed 
with everlafting deftru€tion from 
the prefence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power.—The 
heavens fhall pafs away with a 
great noif-, and the elements fhall 
melt with fervent heat; the earth 


And thefe hall | ftone ; which is the fecond death. 





(Jung, 


and great, fhall ftand before Géd, 
The books fha!l be opened, and 
the dead fhall be judged out of thofe 
things which are written in the 
books, according to their works. 
The fea fhall give up the dead 
which were in it ; and death and 
hell fhall deliver up the dead which 
were in them. And every one 
who is not found written in the 


| book of life, thall be caft into the 
lake of fire. Yea, all the finally 


wicked, impenitent and ungodly, 
fhall have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brim. 


But to the godly, on the other 
hand—to the faithful and obedient, 


| Chrift’s fecond coming, and its at- 


| tendants and confequences, are re- 


prefented as joyous, happy and 
glorious, beyond the powers of 
language to defcribe, or of the hu- 
man mind, in its prefent fate, 
to conceive. When Chrift, who 
is their life, fhall appear, they al- 
fo fhall appear with him ‘in glory. 
They fhall fee him as he is, and 
be like him. He fhall change 
even their vile body, and fafhion 


| it like unto his own glorious body. 





Their bodies, when raifed at his 
coming, fhall be fpiritual, incor- 
ruptible, glorious, «nd immortal ; 
and the bodies of thofe who fhall 
be then living on the earth, fhall be 
inftantaneoufly changed, and ren- 
dered in like manner fpiritual and 
immortal. The Lord himfelf hall 
defcend from heaven with a fhout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God; and 
the dead in Chrift thallrife. Then 
they who are alive and remain, 


alfo, and the works that are there- | fhall be caught up together with 
in fhall be burnt up.” Even their | them in the clouds, to meet the 
| Lord in the air : and fo fhall they 
or immerfed in the ocean, ever fo | ever be with the Lord. With 
mary ages, fhall appear with their | him they fhall dwell forever in the 
fouls before the ommifcient and | heavenly city, the magnificence, 


bodies, though dead and buried, 


fighteous Judge. The dead, {mall | fplendor and beauty, happinels 
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and glory of which, furpafs all de- 
{cription—in which is the throne 
of God and of the Lamb, where 
his fervants fhall ferve him, and fee 
his face, and have his name in their 
foreheads—where there fhall be no 
curfe—where there fhall be no 
night—where they fhall need no 
candle, nor light of the fun ; for the 
Lord God giveth them light : and 
they fhall reign forever and ever. 

urely upon reading thefe gof- 
pel do¢trines and contemplating 
thefe fcriptural reprefentations, it 
mult be admitted, and clearly 
feen, by candid minds, that the 
gofpel is admirably fuited and pe- 
culiarly calculated, to reftrain from 
fin, and to excite to the ftudy and 
practice of righteoufnefs and true 
holinefs, 


NUMBER VIII. 


HE fuitablenefs and 
ix. ] tendency of the gof- 


pel, to fubferve the intereft of true 
religion, and to excite to the ftu- 
dy and practice of univerfal heli- 
nefs, appear, with abundant evi- 
dence, from the variety and great- 
nefs of the motives, which it ex- 
hibits and prefents before us. 

Thefe indeed, at leaft a great 
part of them, have been fuggelted 
under the foregoing particulars. 
A general view af them in this 
place, will, of courfe, be com- 
prifed in a concife repetition or re- 
capitulation of the principal things 
more largely {tated in the prece- 
ding numbers. I, however, con- 
ceive it may be ufeful, and perti- 
nent to the general defign of treat- 
ing on this fubjeét, to collect and 
exhibit them together, in one fum- 
mary view. ‘This will now be at- 
tempted. 

From a review of the various 
particulars which have been itated 
and illuftrated, it will appear, that 
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in the gofpel are exhibited and 
prefented before us, all the mo- 
tives to the exercife and praétice 
of piety and holinefs, which are 
founded in aad refult from all the 
obligations to love and ferve the 
living God, which croud upon the 
mind, from a view of him as be- 
ing inexprefhbly and infinitely a- 
miable and glorious, excellent and 
perfeét—our Creator and conftant 
preferver and rightful fovereign— 
the fountain, fource and compre- 
henfion of being and all good ; 
and therefore infinitely worthy of 
our fupreme and conftant love and 
fervice ; and from all the obliga- 
tion which {trikes the mind, from 
a view of his authority as original, 
underived, and infinitely binding, 
andofthefacrednefsand unchanging 
obligation of his law ; and aifo from 
a view of a great number of par- 
ticular precepts and prohibitions, 
clothed and enforced with the au- 
thority of the great God and our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, exprefsly for- 
bidding all the variety of particu- 
lar finful Jufts and paflions, works 
and ways, which are contrary to 
or inconfiftent with true piety and 
real holinefs, and injoining all the 
variety of particular exercifes and 
affeftions, works and duties, which 
are comprehended in true religion 
in all its extent. : 

From this review it will alfo ap- 
pear, that the gofpel exhibits all 
the motives to holinefs and true 
religion, which can be derived 
from the moft difinterefted felf- 
moving goodnefs and love of God 
and Jefus Chrilt, difplayed in the 
plan and work of redemption-——the 
love of God, in appointing and 
giving his only begotten Son to be 
the propitiation for our fins ; and 
the love and grace of the Son, in 
freely undertaking and performing 
the arduous work, at the infinite 
expenfe of his humiliation and o- 
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bedience unto death, the death of 
the crofs. 

In the gofpel are likewife exhib- 
ited all the motives prefented to 
view, in the moft gracious invi- 
tations, calls and effers, and great 
and precious promiles, on the one 
hand ; and on the other, in the 
moft folemn warnings and re- 
proofs, and awfully tremendous 
threatenings, and terrible cenun- 
ciations of the eternal wrath of the 
living God : and all which natu- 
rally arife to view and croud upon 
the mind, from a very {triking and 
affecting reprefentation of the fol- 
emn At of Chrift’s fecond 


coming—the end of the world— | 


the general refurreétion—the aft 
judgment, and the eternal ftate of 
retribution. In a word, the gof- 
pel prefents to view all the motives 
derivable from every confideration 
of duty and intereft—all that are 
fuited to operate on our confcien- 
ces, Or our hearts—our benevo- 
Jence or our gratitude—our hopes, 
or our fears. 

On the whole, may I not ven- 
ture an appeal to the reafon, judg- 
ment and confcience of all, who 
have read the preceding numbers, 
and retain an idea of: the principal 
things which have been ftated as 
witnefling, that the gofpel is in- 
deed a doctrine according to podli- 
nefs—that in its whele fyftem, it 
is not only confiftent with true re- 
ligion, but admirab!y well calcula- 
ted to enforce and promote it— 
that the {criptures are indeed well 
fuited, as means, to make men 
wife to falvation, through faith in 
Jefus Chrift ; and profitable for 
doftrine, for reproof, for correc- 
tion, for inftruétion in righteouf 
nefs ; that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnifhed 
to all good works ? 

REFLECTIONS. 
t. Ina review of all that has 
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been ftated and illuftrated, can we 
avoid the conclufion—can we re. 
frain from confefling, that the 
gofpel bears upon it the evident 
marks of a divine origin—that it 
juftly claims for its author the only 
true God ? 

The {criptures claim our belief 
as being a divine revelation-=the 
word of God. In perufing them 
we find a very fingular defcription 
of his charaéter. They prefentto 
our view a character exceedingly 
different from, and inexpreflibly 
more excellent and amiable, ma- 
jeftic and glorious, confiftent and 
perfect, than was ever defcribed 
or conceived by any human being, 
whofe ideas of the Deity were 
not derived either direétly or indi- 
rectly from this fource ; and 
proportionably better fuited to pro- 
mote righteoufnefs and piety. 
Who then, could poflibly be the 
author of this defcription, but 
God himfelf ? He alone has a per- 
feét, intuitive knowledge of himfelf. 
He alone is capable of clearly and 
fully defcribing his own charaéter, 
and exhibiting before us a juft view 
and reprefentation of it. There- 
fore, when we find this aétually 
done ina book which profefles to 
be the word of God, whilft noth- 
ing like it, nothing anywife com- 
parable to it, was ever effeéted by 
any human creature, not except- 
ing the greateit philofophers and 
moralifts, and weft of men, who 
did not derive their information 
from the fame fource, can there be 
the leaft room for doubt refpeing 
the auther of this book ? Is it not 
demonftrably and beyond all dif- 
pute, the very thing it claims to 
be—the word of God ? Again, 

Upon a careful examination of 
the fcriptures, they are found to 
contain and inculcate, under the 
profeffed fanGicn of divine author- 
ity, a Syflem of doérines, inflitu- 
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tions and commands, inftruétions, 
precepts and prohibitions, coun- 
fels, warnings and admonitions, en- 
couragements and reproofs, promi- 
fes and threatenings, bearing teit- 
mony againft and forbidding all un- 
righteoufnefs and fin—a!l impiety 
towards God, and all injuftice, un- 
mercifulnefs and cruelty towards 
men—every thing injurious and 
hurtful to ourfelves or others —ev- 
ery thing morally bafe and defiling 
—every thing oppofite to or incon- 
fifteat with integrity and upright- 
nefs, juftice and mercy, truth and 
holinefs, and the moft perfe& be 
nevolence and goodnefs ; and pof- 
itively requiring every juft, night 
aad benevolent exercife and aftec- 
tion towards God and men, with 
their correfpondent fruits ard ex- 
preflions in practice ; enforced by 
motives the molt weighty and in- 
terefting, awful and alluring, that 
the heart of man can conceive ; and 
accordingly calculated in a degree 
not to be expreiled, beyond any 
other fyftem ever prefented te the 
view of mankind, to encourage, 
promote and enforce, and to ex- 
cite to the conftant fkudy and 
practice of univerfal righteoufnefs 
and true holinefs. Now isit pof- 
fible that men, interefted, defign- 
ing and wicked men, fhould be the 
inventors and authors of this fyf 
tem, fodifferent from, and fo in- 
exprefibly furpafing ail others, 
in felf-confiltency, purity and ex- 
cellence, energy and adaptednefs 
to its end, and fo contrary and 
crofling to the darling lutts and pat- 
fions of mankind ? ‘i he fuppofition 
is too abfurd to be admitted by a ra- 
tional mind, not exceedingly blin- 
ded by prejudice and avery perverfe 
difpofition. itis manifelhly impof- 
fible to account for the exiftence of 
this fyftem, without acknowledg- 
ing God for its author. Hence, 
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2. How worthy are the {crip- 
tures of our moft cordial reception 
and grateful acknowledgment—of 
our admiration and efteem—of our 
attentive perufal and daily ftudy ! 
How precious. fhould they be in 
oureyés, and to our hearts !— 
Hence, 

3- How great is the folly, and 
how aggravated the wickednefs, of 
difregarding and negleéting the 
Bible ; and efpecially, of flight- 
ing, defpifing, and rejecting 
it as an impofture, reproaching 
it, and attempting to make it 
a fubject of ridicule, and to ren- 
der the {criptures generally difbe- 
lieved and rejected! If, under 
fuch light and advantages as we en- 
joy, any of us fhould condu& in 
this manner, or only continue to 
live in fin eftranged from God, 
how can we expeé to efcape a 
diftinguifhingly awful punifhment ? 
Let us, therefore, take warning, 
before it is too late ; and apply, 
with diligence, to the ftudy of the 
holy fcriptures, as being indeed 
the word of God. And may his 
grace effeatually teach us, to deny 
ungodlinefs, and worldly Jufts, and 
to live foberly, righteoufly, and 
godlily, in this prefent world ; 
looking for that blefied hope, and 
the g'oiious appearing of the great 
God, even our Saviour fefus 
Chrift: that at his coming, we 
may ftand among thofe, whom he 
hath redeemed from all iniquity, 
and purified unto himfelf a pecul- 
iar people, zealous of good works. 
Amen. 
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HEY, who are made fub- 
jes of the fandtifying 
influences of the Holy Spirit, are 
likened to new-born babes. 1 Pet. 
i. 2. % As new-born dcbes dee 
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This is a moft ftriking fimilitude 
to illuftrate the beginning of fpir- 
itual life in the hearts of depraved 
men ; and one which tle Holy 
Ghoft hath frequentiy made ufe of 
for that purpofe. Our divine Sa- 
viour, who was a perfed teacher. 
who was perfedly wife in the choice 
of words to communicate truth, 
was the firft to call the implanta- 
tion of grace in the heart, a being 
born again. ‘This fimilitude was 
adopted in the conference he had 
with Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews. The Saviour very well 
knew what inftruction this man 
needed, and with, which of the 
Chriftian doétrines to open the con- 
ference he had fought, with fo 
much pains. He began immediate- 
ly with regeneration, or the necef- 
fity of a change of heart. “ Ver- 


ily, verily I fay unto thee, Except 
a man be born again, he cannot fee 


. the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus, 


conceiving Chrift had reference to 
the natural birth, faith unto him, 
How can a man be born when he is 
old? Canheenter the second time 
into bis mothers womb, and beborn?” 
The Saivour then explained, and 
gave him to underftand, that he 
had made ufe of a fimilitude to il- 
Juftrate a /piritual. and important 
truth. “ That which is born o 
the fle/bis flelb ; and that which is 
born of the piritis fpirit.’ Thus 
reafoned our Saviour, while in- 
{truéting this Jewifh ruler. He 
likened thofe who are made fub- 
jes of the fanctifyieg influences 
of the Holy Spirit to new-born 
babes. As their natural exiftence 
began by being born into the world, 
and by having the breath of life 
breathed into them, fo their fpirit- 
ual life began by being regenerated 
by the Holy Spirit. John, in the 
firft chapter of his gofpel, de- 
{cribes the implantation of grace 
in the heart, by the fimilitude of 
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being born. “ But as many as re 
ceived him, to them gave he power 
to become the fons of God, even to 
them that beliewe on his name; which 
were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flefb, nor of the will of 
mun, but of God.’’ 

Keeping our eye on this fimili. 
tude, we fhall readily fee, that men 
are mo more active in preducing 
Spiritual exiflence, in their hearts, 
than they are in producing their 
natural exiflence. here is a time 
when men begin to have holy exer- 
cifes, or begin to be fpiritually alive, 
as much as there is a time, when 
they degin to breathe the breath of 
life : and before this, they are def- 
titute of life, deftitute of all holy 
affections —There is a variety of 
phrafes, in fcripture, which repre- 
fent the implantation of grace in 
the heart, in the fame light ; phra- 
fes, which imply that when finners 
are adopted into the holy family 
of God, they are new-born babes, 
in a /piritual fenfe. 

2 <fter being fpiritually born, 
men are faid to grow. They grow 
as fpiritual men, as well as natural 
men. At firft, they are babes, 
then children, and afterwards per- 
feé& men in Chrift. They are born 
again, to five and grow. ‘The 


of | growth of Chriftians is declared, 


and abundantly teftified, by many 
of the infpired writers. It is faid 
in the book of Job, * The right- 
eous fball hold on his way, and 
he that hath clean hands fball be 
Jlronger and flronger.”” ‘The wife 
man in Sis proverbs, afferts the 
fame idea with ftill greater clear- 
nefs. ‘* But the path of the juftis 
as the fhining light, that fbineth more 
and more unto the perfeét day.” We 
may know there is fuch a thing as 
Chriftians growing in grace from 
its being fo often commanded that 
they fhould grow. ‘ But as touch- 
ing brotherly love, (faid the apoftle 
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to the Theffalonians) ye need not 
that [ write unto you: for ye your. 
felves are taught of God to love one 
another. And indeed ye do it to 

wards all the brethren, which are 
in all Macedonia : but, we befeech 
you, brethren, that ye increafe more 
and more.’ In the 2d epiftle of 
Peter, we find this exprefs com. 
mand, “ But, grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour, Fefus Chrift.” When 
in prifon, the apoftle Paul ufed to 
pray for the faints, that they might 
grow, and be more conformed to 





God. “ The Lord make you to 
increafe and abound in love one to- | 
wards another, and towards ail 
men, even as we do towards you.” | 


We have alfo examples of Chrif- | 


of Chriftians, 447 
Unlefs we underftand in what the 
growth of Chriftians confifts, we 
may draw very dangerous conclu- 
fions with refpeé to ourfelves and 
others. 

1. Do Chriftians grow better, 
in their oan apprehenfion? Do 
they view themfeives to increafe in 
worthinefs ? No¢ this is very far 
from being the cafe. The more 
they énow of themfelves, the more 
they are. afbamed of themfelves. 
As light increafes, they fee more 
and more of their own deformity. 
Notwithftanding all the convi@iion 
of fin, which they were made to 
feel, before their hearts bowed to 


| Chrift, they afterwards learn, that 


their views were very faint. A 
few years of experience in this 


tiaas praying for themfelves, that | world of temptation and trial, af- 
they might be made togrow. The | ter converfion, lead Chriftians to 


apoftles faid unto the Lord, /n- 
creafe our faith. 

The growth of Chriftians, there- | 
fore, is made certain not only. 
from exprefs declarations of {crip- | 
ture, but from their being com- 
manded to grow, as a thing attain- | 
able, and from examples of pray- 
er, in which growth in grace was | 
the burden of the petition. And 
how reafonable it is, that Chriftians 
fhould be aétually making progrefs | 
in religion ! Is it becoming them | 
always to be babes? The apoltle 
fharply reproved the Hebrews, be- 
caufe their growth in divine things 
was fo flow. Heb. v. 12, 13, 


14—All the real children of God | 


are making more or lefs progrefs 
in divine-things. Doubitlefs there 
is a great difference, as to their im- 
provement ; owing, as may be the 
cafe, to their different advantages, 
or to their different degrees of 
faithfulnefs. 

3- In what does their growth 
confift? This is a very important 
inquiry ; in purfuing which we 








ought to make accuratediftinctions. 


fay of the corruption and deceit- 
fulnefs of their hearts, as the 
queen of Sheba faid of the glory 
of Solomon, The one half was 
never told us. When they are 


| brought under fevere trials—trials 


which are calculated to {can their 


"hearts, they become aftonifhed at 


themfelves—aftonifhed that they 
carry about fuch a load of iniquity 
in their breafts. Did David think 
he was growing better, and was 
increafing in worthinefs, after he 
was made to fee what he had been 
doing in the affair of Uriah? So 
far was he from this, that he prob- 
ably never before fank down fo low 
in his own efteem. Whathad he 
to fay? “ J acknowledge my tranf- 
greffion and my fin is ever before me.” 
With his fin ever before him it is 
plain he could not fee much wor- 
thinefs in himfelf—Did Peter 
think he was growing better, when 
he was made to refleét on his de- 
nial of his Lord? Probably he 
never before experienced fuch 
fhame in view of himfelf, and that 
he never before viewed himfelf fo 
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unworthy. tis true thefe were 


. . q 
two extraordinary inftances ; but 


they were defigned in providence 
to admonifh Chriftians how little 
they know of their hearts. Da- 
vid and Peter were made to fink in 
their own efteem; but they learned 
nothing more thanal! Chriftians are 
Jearning in a greater or lefs degree. 
The more the children of God 
ftudy the fcriptures, and the more 
they acquaint themfelves with 
God’s character—his greatnefs, 
and infinite holinefs. the more fin 
and deformity they difcover in them- 
felves. What can be the reafon of 
® this! The reafon is eafily afligned. 
They have an objeét with which 
to compare themfelves, Compar- 
ting themfelves with the infinite ho- 
linefs of God, ali their own holi- 
nefs vanifhes. and they appear to be 
nothing but fin. “s fight of the 

lorious majefty of God, and of 
the holinefs of his nature, has al- 
ways had this effet upon Chrif- 
tians. “Inftead of making them 
feel worthy, it has caufed them to 
feel altogether unworthy. With 


this obfervation the appearance of | 
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Job exadly correfponds, when he | 


iaid, J bave heard of thee by the | 


bearing of the ear: but now mine 
eye feeth thee. Wherefore I abhor 
myfelf, and repent in duff and afbes. 
The fame effect was produced on 
the mind of Ifaiah, that eminent 
faint, and diltinguifhed prophet, 
when the Lord made him fee his 
glory. Heexprefied himfelf thus, 
Wo ts me, for I am undone, becaufe 
Tamaman of unclean lips: for 
mine eyes have feen the King, the 
Lord of hofs. When Chriftians 
are led into a clofe meditation on 
the divine law, their hearts fay, 
it is holy, juft and good ; but we 
are carnal, fold under fin. It is 
clear, therefore, that the growth 
of Chriftians is not their growing 
hetter in their own apprehenfion. 
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Such an idea is contrary to crip. 
ture facts, and fncentifess with 
the very nature of falvation by prace. 
2. Though they do not grow 
better in their own apprehention, 
is itnot true that they are lefs puil- 
ty in the fight of the law, and lefs 
deferving of pumifhment ? Why 
fhould Chriftians be lefs guilty in 
the fight of the law? and why 
lefs deferving of punifhment? On 
no ground whatever can this bead. | 
mitted. To fuppofe this would 
be making their views, of their 
own unworthinefs, unjuft. The 
fact is, Chiriitians, as viewed b 
the law, are guilty of all the fins 
they committed before their conver. 
fion, and to thefe are to be added 
all the fins they have committed 
Jince. This is the way to afcertain 
the real criminality of Chriftians : 
and this is the way to meafure 
their defert of punifhment. Ad- 
mitting, therefore, that Chriftians 
fin, which is abundantly evident 
fiom f{cripture, and no lefs fo from 
fact, it will follow, that they are 
continually increafing in puilt, and 
in defert of punifhment. He, who 
has lived twenty years in the fami- 
ly and fchool of Chrift, is more 
criminal in the fight of the law, 
and more deferving of God’s holy 
wrath, than he was before he was 
regenerated ; becaufe he has 
been all this time adding to the 
catalogue of fins. If, when ina 
ftate of impenitence he deferved to 
be caft off, and to experience the 
vengeance of a holy God, he de- 
ferves it much more now. The 
number of his fins, though a Chrif- 
tian, has greatly increafed in twen- 
ty years. In making thefe obfer- 
vations, reference is had to real 
defert, to that which would be re- 
quired at his hands, were it not for 
the mediation of an almighty Sav- 
iour. Reference is had likewife 
to that which ouplit to be fésn aa2 












Fe an Oe ee Oe 


hm tv . -e 





feltin order to receive the pure 


1801.) On the growth 


grace which flows to finners from 
the crofs of Chrift. It may, there- 
fore, be faid that the apoftle Paul 
was never fo criminal in the fight 
of the law, never fo deferving of 
the torments of the damned, as 
when he clofed this mortal life. 
The catalogue of his fins kept in- 
creafing until the day of his death. 
The atonement of Chrift did not 
take away, nor leffen his realcrim- 
inality, though it was the fo'e 
ground of his being pardoned. It 
was neceflary that he fhould be 





pronounced guilty, in order to be | 
a fubje& of forgrvenc/s, and to feel. 
guilty in order to have a fenfe of | 
his obligation to be thankful, and 
to adore the exceeding richnefs of 
divine grace. The growth of 
Chriftians, therefore, cannot con- 
fift in their growing lefs criminal, 
as viewed by the /.q, nor in their 
growing lefs veferving of eternal 
punifhment. While they are in 
this life, the oppofite of this is in- 
variably true. 

3. Does not their growth con- 
fift in this, that their fins become 
lefs ageravated than thofe commit- 
ted in former life ? What can be 
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mentioned to leffzn the criminality | 
of the fins of Chriftians ? Have | 
they lefs light than they formerly | 
had, or than the impenitent now 
have ? Nay ; they have more. 
Do they violate lefs obligations by 
fianing now, than was formerly 
the cafe ? Nay ; they violate great- 
er. God has done more for them, 
aod they have alfo folemnly cove. 
ranted to abftain frem fin. To 
fay the leaft, therefore, it appears 
there is no ground to fuppofe the 
fins of Chriftians are lefs criminal 
than thofe of the impenient.— 
Chriftians have been left to preva- 
ricate, and totell that which is | 
falfe. Was the fin lefs aggravated | 
than if it had been committed by | 
Vou. I. No. 12. li 
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the impenitent? Nay ; it was 
more aggravated. for in doing this 
Chriftians haverefifted greater light, 
and broken covenant obligations. 
Does it appear to be a fimaller thing 
for a Chriftian to trample upon the 
fabbath—to take God’s name in 
vain, and to defraud, than it does 
for an impenitent finner to do the 
fame ? Let the enlightened cone 
fcience judge. It mut appear that 
the growth of Chriftians does not 
c nfift in their fins being £/s ag- 
gravated. 

4. To obferve pofitively—~ 
This is a 
fcripture phrafe. They grow in 
the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jefus Chrift. Growing 
in grace is perfeétly confiftent with 
the idea of their viewing them. 
felves more and more unworthy, 
and more and more deferving of 
punifhment. Chriftians grow, by 
having an increafing fenfe of the 
amazing corruption, vilenefs and 
deceitfulnefs of their hearts ; and 
by poffefing a correfponding fpirit 
of fe'f condemnation. ‘This 1s ve- 
ry importan’ knowledge —They 
grow, by having increafing views 
of the great and eternal God—of 
his holinefs. his unchangeablenefs 
aad his fovereignty. ‘They grow 
by having an increafing fenfe of 
their own dependence and nothing- 
nefs by gaining in their views of 
their utterly loft and undene {tate 
—by learning to rejeét their owa 
righteoufsefs, and to depend 
whol'y on the righteoufnefs of Je- 
tus Chrift—by living more and 
more by faith. and by increafing 
in their willingnefs to truft in God, 
in his government and righteous 
difpofal of all things. They become 
more and more fatisfied with the 
thought of leaving themfelves, their 
families, their relatives, their na- 
tion, the church, aad the world ia 
the hands of God, They grows 
i 
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by having their views of the great 
{cheme of redemption enlarged, 
by having an increafing fenfe of 
the marvellous love of Chrift in 
dying on the crofs, and by being 
more attached to thofe facred f{crip- 
tures, which reveal thefe truths. 
They grow, by finking in their 
own efteem, and by feeling their 
con{tant need of the pardoning 
love and mercy of God. It may, 
therefore, be obferved,—Job ex- 
hibited evidence of his growth, 
when he faid, * I have heard of 
thee by the hearing of the ear, but 
now mine eye feeth thee ; where- 
fore I abhor myfelf and repent in 
duft and afhes.”,— David exhibited 
evidence of his growth when he 
faid, ‘* Lacknowledge my tranf- 
greflion, and my fin is ever before 
me.” Tfaiah exhibited evidedce 
of his growth, when he faid, ** Wo 
is me, for Iam undone, becaufe I 
am a man of unclean lips, and I 
dwell in the mid{ft of a people of 
unclean lips: for mine eyes have 
feen the king thé Lord of hofts.” 
Such felf abafement, and felf-ab- 
horrence are exceedingly import- 
ant, and are the very things which 
Chiiftians need, and which confti- 
tute their growch. 

In a itate of nature, men are 
totally deltiture of holinefs, and 
totally unlike God. When regen- 
erated, there isa beginning of holi- 
nefs in their hearts—a_ beginning 
of a /ikencfs to God, though they 
are mere babes. They are new 
born babes, and have that feeble- 
nefs of -fpiritual exiftence, which 
may be reprefented by that feeble- 
nefs of natural exiltence, which 
is feen in infants ‘The work of 
fan&ification, which is carried on 
in their hearts, by the Holy Spirit, 
is what we are to undeiftand by 
their growth. Though they are 
Gaily adding to the number of 
their fins, and though the fins they 
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commit are very agpravated, yet 
they are growing more and more 
into the image of God. Their rel- 
ith for {piritual and divine things 
increafes, and having a knowledge 
of their hearts, they grow more 
devoted to risa ME and pray- 
er. H. 
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ANKIND are naturally 
oppofed to the dodtrines, 
duties, and reltraints of the Chrif- 
tian religion, and therefore are 
very ready to lay hold of any plau- 
fible pretext to quiet their con- 
fciences and footh their fears in 
difregarding it. Among the many 
excufes, by which they encourage 
themfeives in fin, and in neglect 
and difbelief of chriftianity, none 
perhaps has a greater influence 
than the imperfeétions and mifcon- 
duct of profeflors of religion. It 
is to be lamented, that profeffors 
in general are not more careful to 
abftain from all appearance of evil, 
and in all things to adorn the doc- 
trine of God their Saviour by a 
ho'y life and converfation—that fo 
many at times are guilty of con- 
duét, very unbecoming their holy 
profeflion, and that numbers walk 
ia fuch a manner as to manifett, 
that they have not the Chriftian 
temper, but are in the gall of bit- 
ternefs and the bonds of iniquity. 
Impenitent finners being unfriend- 
ly to the caufe and people of God, 
are much more careful to. notice 
the failings than virtues of profef- 
fors, are glad to find occafions a- 
gainft them, and will make little 
or n> allowance for human frailties 
in judging of their conduc. They 
at once condemn them as hypo- 
crites, if puilty of any mifcon- 
duét ; and often cenfure them a//as 
hypociitical on accougt of the 
faults or hypocrify of fame 
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On this account alfo the. wick- 
ed frequently reproach and think 
lightly of religion, conclude that 
there is little or nothing in it, and 
thus make themfelves eafy in the 
neglect of it But ina matter of 
fuch infinite confequence, let us 
ferioufly enquire, whether the 
mifconduét or hypocrify of profef- 
fors does afford any juft occafion 
for fuch conclufions and conduct. 

ift. Is it any evidence againt{t 
the truth or infpiration of the {crip- 
tures, that profeflors are guilty of 
mifconduét, or that many of them 
may prove hypocrites ? Certainly 
not. For the bible is far from 
holding up the idea, that all profef- 
fors are real Chriftians, or that 
real Chriftians are free from all fin 
and imperfection, and will never 
fall into any finful mifconduét. 
On the contrary it plainly teaches, 
that there will be ftony ground 
hearers, whofe religion wil! endure 
but for a time—that many will call 
Chrift, “* Lord, Lord, and yet 
do notthe things that he fays” 
and that there will be tares among 
the wheat. And when the Lord 
Jefus reprefented his church or 
profeffors by ten virgins, he fays, 
“ Five of them were wife and 
five of them were foolith,”’ thew- 
ing, that there would be many 
falfe, hypocritical profeffors a- 
mong the true. Yea, there wasa 
traitor Judas among the twelve 
chofen difciples, and in the family 
of Chrift. 

And inflead of teactting, that 
real Chriftians are free from all fin 
and imperfection, the {cripture 
exprefsly declares, that there is 
not a juft man upon earth, who 
doth good and finneth not, that 
in many things they all offend, and 
that there is a ** Jaw in their mem- 
bers, warring againft the law of 
their minds, bringing them into 
captivity to the law of fin, which 
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isin their members.”’ Tt alfo fhews, 
that perfons eminent for piety may 
‘be overcome by temptations, and 
fall into grofs fins, as was the cafe 
with David, Solomon, Peter, aod 
other ancient faints. This clearly 
proves, that altho’ all profeffors 
may have imperfections, and ma- 
ny of them be guilty of grofs 
mifconduét, or manifeft themfelves 
hypocrites ; yet it affor’s no evi- 
dence againit the truth of f{cripture, 
but rather confirms it, fince this 
exactly correfponds with what the 
bible has taught us to expect. 
Such things in profeffors, who 
are under peculiar obligations and 
inducements to be holy and exem- 
plary in all their conduét, alfo 
greatly confirms the fcripture ac- 
count of the great depravity and 
wickednefs of the human heart. 
Nothing therefore can be more un- 
reafonable. than to difbelieve or 
make light of the Bible on account 
of the mifcondué of profeffors, 
which rather confirms than dif- 
credits its truth. 

2d. Does the mifconduét or 
hypocrify of profeffors afford any 
juft ground to reproach and con- 
demn the fcriptures or chriftian 
religion, as tho’ they countenanced 
fuch things ? So far from it, that 
the word of God exprefsly for- 
bids all fin upon pain of the divine 
difpleafure, and commands us to 
be holy, as God is holy, and to 
be perfeét, as our heavenly Father 
is perfect. It requires us by the 
moft powerful motives to repeat 
of, and forfake all fin, to abftain 
from all appearance of evil, to 
be holy, harmlefs, and undefiled 
in.all our conduét—to hove our 
neighbors as ourfelves, and to do 
good to all aswe have opportuni. 
ty. It teaches, that all real chrif- 
tians will be greatly influenced by 
this holy temper—will defire and 
feck conformity to the divine im- 
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age and deliverance fromal! remain- 
ing fin—will carefully watch and 


ftrive againft it, and will not alow” 


themfelves in any finful practice 
that ¢ if we have not the fpirit of 
Chrift, we are none of his” and 
that all who live infin are of the 
devil, in the gall of bitternefs, 
and in road to everlafting deftruc- 
tion How unjutt and abfurd then 
to reproach or condemn the chrif- 
tian reigion on account ef the 
faults of its profeffors which it ex- 
prefsly condemns, or becaufe they 
in many cafes a‘t contrary to its 
requirements ? This is asirrational, 
as it would be to cenfure juftice 
and honefty as of ill tendency ; 
becaufe fome, who pretend to a&t 
upon thefe principles, are guilty of 
injuftice and knavery. It is evi- 
dent therefore, that the faults and 
hypocrify of profeffurs afford no 
jut ground to reproach or con- 
demn Chriftianity ; butthey {triking- 


ly manifelt the great wickednefs | 
and deceitfulnefs of the human | 


heart, and thus confirm the decla- 
ration of {cripture, that “ the heart 
is deceitful above all things, and 
defperately wicked.” The Bible 
is given to teach the nature and ex- 
cellence of the religion of Jefus, 
and what it requires. From this 
therefore we ought to form our 
judgment of Chriftianity, and not 
from the condu& of thofe who 
profefs it. But if we negleé the 
{criptures, and reproach or difbe- 
lieve the . hriftian religion becufe 
of the mifcondud of its profeffors ; 
our conduct is certainly very un- 
reafonable and inexcufuble. 

3d. As many are apt to ex- 
cufe or jultify themfelves in finful 
practices from the example of pro- 
feffors ; let us enquire, does their 
mifconduct afford others any excufe 
or juftification in fuch practices? The 
example of profeffors certainly 
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into holinefs, or render a finful 
practice lefs evil or criminal, 
Thofe things, which are contrary 
to the laws of God, are wrong 
and criminal, whoever may prace 
tife them. The conduét of pro- 
feffors is no rule for us any further 
than it agrees with the word of 
God, that infallible ftandard of 
right and wrong ‘ To the law, 
and teftimony ; if they walk not 
according to this word, itis be- 
caufe there is no light in them.” 
How uareafonable then, with 
the Bible that perfect rule in our 
hands, to excufe or juftify our. 
felves in neglect of duty or in any 
finful practice from the example 
of profeffors ? 

4th. Do the mifcondu@ and 
hypocrify of pr feffors in any de 
gree leffen the necefhty and impor- 
tance of religion, or the danger of 
impenitent finners ? Do thefe 
things render heaven lefs glorious, 
happy and defirable, or hell lefs 
wretched and dreadful ? or will 
they lefen God’s difpleafure, or 
his threatnings again{t 
finners ? Will the company of hyp. 


| ocritical profeffors at all alleviate 
_ furure mifery, or will their wicked- 
_nefs alter the terms of falvation, 
_ and render the way to heaven 


more broad ? We are taught in 
{cripture, that we muft give all dil- 
igence to make our calling and elec- 
tion fure—that we muft ftrive (or 
aggonizc) to enter in at the {trait 
gate—that without holinefs no man 
can fee the Lord—that ftrait is the 
gate, and narrow the way that 
leadethto life, and few there be 
who find it—that we muft repent 
and forfake fin, and love Chritt 
above father, mother, wife, chil- 
dren, houfes, lands, or any earth- 
ly object, and muft deny our- 
fe'ves, take up our crofs, and fol. 
low him, or we cannot be his dif- 


; . 2 
cannot turn. wrong into right, fin ciples—that except we are bors 


eo 
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again, we cannot enter the kingdom 
of heaven—that if born of God, 
we fhall not commit, or live in fir, 
and that whofoever commitreth or 
worketh fin is of the devil. W hat- 


ever then may be the condud of | 


profeffors, it cannot difannu! the e 
folemn truths which unaltera ly 
fix terms of falvation.— ( onfe- 
quently it cannot render 1: ‘efs ne- 
ceflary and important for us to re- 
pert, become holy, and give ail 
diligence to fecure our fa vation ; 
neither can it leffen the danger of 
neglecting divine things or living in 
fin and impenitence. It is there- 
fore exceedingly unreafonable and 
dangerous for any to make light 
of religion, or to encourage them- 
felves in the negleét of it from the 
mifconduét or hypocrify of profef- 
fers. 

sth. And is it not equally un- 


reafonable and unjuft to reproach | 


and cenfure profeffors in general, | 


as vile and hypocritical, on account 
of the imperfections and wicked- 


nefs of fome? As already obfcr- | 


ved, it is evident from {cripture, 
that although real Chriftians wil 
not live or allow themfelves in fin- 
ful pradtices, yet they all have re. 
maining fin and imperfedctions, and 
May at times be overcome with 
temptations and fall into open fin, 
and that ameng profeflors there 
will be fome hypocrites and ftony 
ground hearers. Nothing then 
can be more unjuft and illibcral 
than to cenfure profeffors in gene- 
ral as hypocrites on account of the 
mifconduét of fome individuals. — 
It is as unreafonable, as it would 
be to condemn all mankind as 
thievesand murderers, becaufe fome 
are of this character. 

‘Lhefe obfervations clearly thew, 
how exceedingly irrational aad un- 
juft it is for any, on account of the 
mifconduét er hypocrify of fome 
profeffors, to reproach and make 
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light of religion, encourage theme 
felves in fin, or cenfure profeffors 
‘in general as hypocrices or enthu- 
| fiaits—Such feelings manifeft a 
| heart oppofed to the truths and due 
ties of religion, and unfriendly to 
the caufe and people of God.—For 
did we Jove religion, we certainly 
fhould no: be pleafed to find occa- 
fion apainft it, or be difpofed to 
revile or negleét it, becaufe fome 
who profcff.d it a€ted contrary to 
what it required ; but fhould take 
pleafure in its duties, let others do 
asthey would. Neither fhould we 
| be difpofed to exapgerate the fail- 
ings of profeflors, or to cenfure 
them generally as hypocritical.— 
On the contrary we flould be griey- 
ed to fee God difhonored, and his 
caufe wounded by any of its pro- 
fefled fricnds.—If we love our 
‘ country, we fhall not be: difpofed 
to publith and exaggerate the fail- 
ings of its profefled friends, or cons 
demn them all as traitors, becaufe 
fome of them may be of this char- 
a¢ier.— But we fhail be grieved to 
fee it difhonored er injured by the 
mifconduct of any, who pretend 
to beits friends. Thefe will alfo 
he our feelings towards the caufe 
and people of God, if we are 
friendly. Nothing more clearly 
manifefts a heart oppofed to God 
and his caufe, than a difpofition to 
reproach and negleé religion, and 
cenfure profefiors in general on ac- 
count of the unchriftian condu& 
offome. It fhewsa defire to find 
occafion againft it. 

Further, it is very finful nnd 
dangerous for any thus to revile 
and make light of religion, or en- 
courage themfelves in fin. It is 
acting diredily againft God, by re- 
proaching and oppofing his caufey 
and therefore tends to draw down 
his cifpleafure, and provoke him to 








give them up to blindnefs and ftu- 
pidity. Ithasa moft direé ten- 
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dency to fhield againft conviction, 
harden in fin, and lead perfons fe 
curely on in the broad road to de- 
ftruction. For they can never em- 
brace religion, - or flee from the 
wrath to come, while they indulge 
fuch a temper.—They are there- 
fore not only oppofing God, but 
deftroying their own fouls.—It be 
comes all fuch ferioufly to confiter 
what they are doing, and what 
will be the end of their ways — 
Can their hearts endure, or their 
hands be {trong in the day, when 
God fhall come out in judgment 
apainft them, aad render vengeance 
to his enemies? Then ail, who 
have not obeyed the gofpel of the 
Lord Jefus, will * be punifhed 
with everlafting deftruction from 
the prefence of the Lord.” 

Again, fince a number of thofe, 
who profefs, and fora time appear, 
to have religion, prove hypocrites, 
or ftony and thorny ground hear- 
ers, how important is it, that all 
fhould take heed, and carefully ex- 
amine themfelves, left they build 
upon a foundation of fand ? How 
neceflary and pertinent then the 
caution of the apoftle, ** Let him 
that thinketh he itandeth, take heed 
left he fall,” And fince, as our 
Saviour declares, many, who fhall 
feek to enter in at the ftrait gate. or 
pay fome attention to divine things, 
will not be able to enter in ; it is 
manifeft, that thofe who hwe in 
finful praétices, or are carelefs and 
negligent of divine things will cer- 
tainly fall fhort of heaven—* For 
if the righteous fcarcely be faved, 
where fhall the ungod!y and the 
finner appear ?”? Ihefe confidera- 
tions fhew, how neceffary and im- 
portant it is, that we fhould * give 
all diligence to make our calling 
and election fure,”’ if we would ob- 
tain the heavenly inheritance. 

Finally, fince mankini are fo 
prone to reproach and make light 
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of religion, and encourage them. 
felves in fin, error, and nepleét of 
divine things from the mifcondu@ 
of prof.ffors; it is of the higheft 
importance, that thev carefully 
avoid all occafions of offence, * ab. 
ftain from all appearance of evil, 
and adorn the doétrine of God 
their Saviour” by a holy Jife and 
converfation. Thefe things are 
much infifted on in the word of 
God. Profeffors are like * a city, 
fet on a hill, which cannot be hid.” 
Their conduét ts critically watch. 
ed by the world, many of whom 


| will be glad to difcover fuch finful 


mifconduct in them, as will juftify 
and encourage them in fin, and 
give them occafien to reproach and 
neglect religion. For as finners 
diflike the truth and duttes of reli- 
gion, fo they with for occafions to 
difbelieve, cenfure, and neglect it. 
How important then, that profef- 
fors be exemplary and circumfpedt, 
fince their mifconduét tends to dif 
honor God, wound religion, give 
its enemies occafion to reproach it, 
harden finners, and lead them 
down to deftruction ? How weigh. 
ty the motives, which urge them 


in all things to adorn the dottrine 
| of Ged their Saviour. 


All real 
Chriftians will feel thefe to be moft 
importantconfiderations; will have 
atender concern for the honor of 
God, intereft of religion, and 
good of fouls. and will be careful 
to let their light fo thine before men 
that others may be influenced to 
glorify their heavenly Father.— 
ithey will be difpofed in a great 
meafure to give up their private in- 
tereft and feelings, rather than 
wound and difhonor the caufe of 
Chrift, and will be grieved and 
humbled, whenever they are fen- 
fible, that they have injured reli- 
gion by any uachriftian conduct. 
if thefe are not the feelings of pro- 
feffors, it is an evidence, that their 
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profeflion is falfe, and that they are 

yet in the gall of bitternefs “He 

that hath an hear, Jet him hear.” 
HE. 


Peter’s improvement of his fall. 

ESUS CHRIST warned his 
difciples of their approaching 
trial, when he was about te be 
betrayed into the hands of his en- 
emies. He declared to them that 
they all would be offended be- 
caufe of him, and would defert 
him when he fhould be apprehend- 
ed. Peter was very confident that 
he fhould not forfake Chrift, tho’ 
all others might; and affirmed, 


with great warmth, that he was | 
ready to go with his Lord and | 


matter into prifon, and to death. 
“The i ord faid, Simon, Simon, 
behold Satan hath defired to have 
you, that he may fift you as wheat : 
But [ have prayed for thee, that 
thy faith fail not ; and when thou 
art converted ftrengthen thy breth- 
ren”’* Chrift exprefsly told Pe- 
ter that he would deny him thrice, 
before the common time of cock- 
crowing which was next to come. 
The melancholy event verified the 
prediction. Peter denied his 
Lord and mafter, and added pro- 
phanity to his denial. 

Peter was among the firlt of 
Chrift’s difciples, and had that 
knowledge of him which flefh and 
blood cannot reveal. He was, 
like all other true believers, * kept 
by the power of God through 
faith unto falvation.”’ He was 
nat fecured againft a temporary 
Japfe ; but his faith did not finally 
fail. He was included in the 
prayer which Chrift offered up for 
his whole ele&t church, recorded 
in «7th of John. Not one in- 
cluded in that prayer will perifh. 
Chrift faid to this warm and rafh 


ee 


* Luke xxii. 31, 32 


Peter’s improvement.of his fall. 
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difciple, in particular, I have 
prayed for tlee, that thy faith 
fail not.” And while he told Pe- 
ter of the petition which he had 
prefented to his Father, in his be- 
half, he commanded him on his 
recovery from his lapfe, toflrenpth- 
en his brethren. “ And when 
thou art converted firengthen thy 
brethren :”? i. e. “ When thou haft 
returned from thy backfliding by 
repentance, labor to engage all thy 
brethren in the faith, to adhere 
fteadily and firmly to my caufe a- 
midft all their temptations and 
trials.” 

Peter continued a backflider but 
a fhort time. When Chrift turned 
and looked upon him after his 
third denial, confideration return- 
ed, his heart was tenderly touched 
and he went out and wept bitterly. 
His fubfequent life evidenced, 


i that he remembered the charge 


which he had received to ftrength- 
en his brethren. He never after- 
wards difcovered fuch confidence 
in himfelf as he did a little before 
his mafter was betrayed; he be- 
came more humble and watchful, 
and by his exemplary life promoted 
the edification and comfort of his 
brethren. 

In the hiftory of the Ads of the 
Apoftles, we find Peter very aétive 
and zealous in his endeavors to win 
fouls to Chrift. ’ho’ he was very 
fuccefsful in his preaching on the 
day of Pentecoft and afterwards,he 
never appeared to be puffed up with 
pride. He was courageous in en- 
countering difficulties and dangers, . 
and was paticnt under fufferings. 
In thefe ways he confirmed the 
faith of his brethren, and anima- 
ted them in their labors and petils. 

But I conceive that Peter was 
inftrumental in ‘ f{trengthening 
his brethren,’? more efpecially by 
the Epifties which he wrote The 
reader will find in them many paf- 
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fages, which are highly adapted 
to ericourage and ftrengthen the 
people of God, in times of tempt- 
ation and trial. Let him read the 
Epiftles of Peter with a particular 
‘view to his improvement of his fall 
by his ftrengthening his brethren. 
My limits will permit me to felect 
only a few paflages. 1 Epiftle 
Chap. i. 6, 7. “ Wherein ye 

reatly rejoice, though now for a 
Salon (if need be) ye are in heav- 
inefs through manifold tempta- 
tions ; that the trial of your faith, 
being much more precious than of 
gold that perifheth, though it be 
tried with fire, might be found 
unto praife and honor, and glory 
at the appearing of Jefus Chrift.” 
Chap. it. 11. * Dearly beloved, 
I befeech you, as ftrangers and 
pilcrims, abftain from ficth!y lufts, 
which war againft the foul.” 
Chap. iv. 7.—* Be ye fobcr, and 
watch unto prayer.” Read alfo 
from the 12th verfe of the famechap- 
ter to the end. As this paffage is 
fo long I fha'l not tranfcribe it. 


Chap. v. 8,9, 10. “ Be fober, | 


be vigilant; becaufe your adverfa- 
ry the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about feeking whom he 
may devour: whom refift ftedfaft 
in the faith, knowing that the fame 
affictions are accomplithed in your 
brethren that are in the world. But 
the God of all grace, whohathcalled 
us unto his eternal glory by Chrift 
Jefus. after that ye have fuffered a 
while, make you perfe&, ftablifh, 
ftrengthen, fettle you ” Inthe firft 
Chapter of the fecond epifl'e of 
Peter, he exhorteth his brethren, 
with a preffing warmth, to © give 
diligence to make their caliing and 
election fure’”? In the beginning 
of the fecond Chapter he predicts 
the rife of falfe teachers within the 
pale of the vifible church, * who 
privily fhall bring in danimable her 
efies ;—-and that many fhall fol- 


Peter's improvement of his fall. 


(J UNE, 


low their pernicious ways.” Ags 
an incitement to watch and pray 
againft the fnares laid by Apof- 
tates, he faith in ver. gth, “ The 
Lord knowéth how to deliver the 
godly out of temptations, and to 
referve the unjuft unto the day of 
judgment to be punifhed’”” He 
begins the third and laft Chapter 
of his fecond Epiftle with the fol. 
lowing words, “ This fecond E. 
piftle, beloved, I now write unto 
you; in both which I ftir up your 
pure minds by way of remem. 
brance.” The ord beth, in 
this verfe, is added by the tranfla- 
tors, and it appears to be added 
with propriety ; becaufe the Greek 
relative rendered which, is in the 
plural number, arid mutt therefore 
refer to both of the Epiftles which 
Peter wrote. He goes on to tell 
for what purpofe he defired to ftir 
up the pure minds of his brethren 
by way of remembrance, verfes 
2, 3,4. “ That ye may be 
mindfui of the words which were 
fpoken before by the holy prophets, 
and of the commandment of us 
the apoftles of the Lord and Sav- 
iour: Knowing this firft, that 
there fhall come in the laft days 
| {coffers, walking after their own 
| lufts, and faying, Where is the 
| promife of his coming? for fince 
the fathers fell afleep all things 
| continue as they were from the be- 
| ginning of the creation.” 

| Peter proceeds to give a lively 





and awful defcription cf the con- 
flapration of the earth, and the fr- 
ture judgment. To adopt the lan- 
| guage of Mr. Brown, in his Dic- 
tionary of the Holy Bible, “ The 
conflagration of the earth, and the 
future judgment, are fo defcribed, 
that we almoft fee the flames al- 
cending into the midit of heaven, 
feel the elements meliing with fer- 
vent heat, and hear the groans of 





an expiring world, and the crulh- 
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es of nature tumbling into uni- 
verfal ruin.” After defcribing the 
day of the Lord, in which he will 
appear as judge, and put an end 
to this earth andto thefe material 
heavens, he admonithes, ‘‘Where- 
fore, beloved, feeing that ye look 
for fuch things, be diligent that ye 
may be found of him in peace, 
without {pot and blamelefs.” He 
fpeaketh of ‘the fcriptures being 
wretted by the unlearned and un- 
ftable, to their own deftruétion, 
and clofes his writings with warn- 
ing and counfel to his brethren, 
“* Ye, therefore, beloved, feeing 
ye know thefe things before, be- 
ware left ye alfo, being led a- 
way with the error ofthe wicked, 
fall from your own ftedfaltnefs : 
But grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Sav- 
iour Jefus Chrift. To him be glo- 
ry, bothnow,and forever. Amen.” 

From the fhort view which has 
been taken of Peter’s life and e- 
piftles, we may fee that he improv- 
ed his fall in the wifeft and belt 
manner. He was brought foon 
after his lapfe, to remember the 
command of his Lord to ftrengthen 
the brethren. The warnings and 
counfels which he gave by the im- 
mediate direction of the Holy 
Ghoft, have been highly inftru- 
mental of encouraging and anima- 
ting the people of God down to 
this day, efpecially when they have 
been exercifed with trials, and 
harraffed by temptations. 

If we love God, we thall adore 
the riches of his wifdom and grace, 
in bringing good out of evil. We 
{ze one who was a real friend of 
Chrift, anda member of his im- 
mediate” family while he taberna- 
cled in fleth, falling in a fhameful 
manner ; and we behold the back- 
flider foon intears, and lying low be- 
fore his offended Lord. Wefee him 
hum led by the occafion of his fall, 

Vou. Ll. No. 42, 
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and made more holy and watchful 
in his fubfequent behavior. Scan- 
dalous and abominable as Peter’s 
condu& was in the denial of Chrift, 
he was not piven upto ruin. Chrift 
had prayed for him that his faith 
might not fail ; and by a reproving 
and kind look, brought him to a 
renewal of godly forrow; and 
made him highly inftrumental in 
confirming the faith of others, 
and in engaging them to adhere 
with greater conitancy to the rules 
of holy living. 

None but the openly wicked, 
or hypocritical profeffors, will en- 
courage a prelumptuous hope in 
themfelves from the momentary 
lapfe of Peter. The real difciples 
of Chrift will confider the cafe of 
this Apoftle, as a warning to 
them not to truft in their own 
ftrength. “ Lethim that think. 
eth he ftandeth take heed left he 
fall.” The fubjects of faving grace 
know that their prefeverance in hoe 
linefs is fecured only by the prom- 
ifes of God. On thefe they rely, 
and give diligence to make their 
calling and election fure. They 
cannot enjoy any affurance, of 
peace, in a backfliding ftate. On. 
the renewal of their repentance, 
they will find encouragement by 
reflecting on the cafe of Peter, 
who returned with an aching heart 
and with flowing tears from his 
backfliding, and {trengthened his 
brethren by his holy example and 
his wife counfels. 


BENEVOLUS. 


For tHe Comwectricut Evawe 
GELICAL MaGAZINE. 


On men’s loving darkne/s rather 
than light. Johniit. 19. 


—** Light is come into the world, 
and men lowed darknefs rather than 
livht, becaufe their deeds were evil,”? 


Kkk 
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Y light, as the term is here u- 

fed, we are to underftand the 

hight of divine truth —the f{piritual, 

holy and heavenly dodrines of th. 

{criptures—efpecially of the gof 

pel, or New-Teftament Revela 
tion. 

There has ever been light in the 
world. God has revea'ed himfelf 
in his word, and has not left him- 
felf without a witnefs in his works. 
His true character was taught, 
and the gofpe preached from the 
begianing. But when Chrift, to 
whom all the fhadows and types 
uader the forme: difpenfation point- 
ed, became incarnate —when the 
fun of righteoufnefs arofe upon the 
world—then the hight was more 
emphatically come. Hence Chrift 


is called “the light of the world.”’ | 


He is fo in feveral refpects ; but 
principally in this, that he is the 
only medium of communication 
between Godand man. It is by, 
and thro hin alone that the light 
of divine truth is given to the 
world. For no one hath feen 
God at any time, or known any 
thing of him, except by fome 
medium of revelation. But the 
only begotten fon, who is in the 
bofom of the Father, he hath de- 
clared him. He hath declared, 
or revealed him, in the works of 
creation and providence ; for it 
is he who hath made and governs 
all things. 
alfo, in the f{criptures ; for they 
are his word, infpired and given 
by him. 
of old taught, was by the infpira- 
tion of his Spirit. When he 
himfelf came into the world, he 
made {lll further difcoveries of 
divine truth, in his own perfonal 


miaiftry, and continued his com-, 


munications by his fpirit, in the 
Apoftles whom he fent forth 
in his name, until the canon of 
{cripture was completed. When 
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Chrift, therefore with refped to 
doétrinal knowledge, is called the 
light of the world, the expreffion 
is evidentiv figurative. The mean. 
ing is that he is the medium of 
light ; or, that he communicates 
it. Srriétly f{peaking, the light is 
the truth which he teaches. And 
this, as obferved, is the fenfe in 
which we are to underftand the 
word light, as ufed in the text. 
It is the light of diving truth—e. 
ven all the doétrines which Chrift 
has taught, either perfonally, or 
by his fpirit, in the fcriptores. 
That it 1s to be fo underftood, 
is evident from the following verfe, 
which reprefents the light refp :&- 


| ed, as a rule, to which the hearts 


and lives of men are to be compar- 
ed, and by which their characters 
and profpedts are to be decided. 
“ For every one that doeth evil 
hateth the light, neither cometh 
to the light, Jeff his deeds foould be 
reproved.”” 

The doétrines of the gofpel 
therefore, afford a light which 
manifelts the charafer of God— 
exhibits the evil nature and awful 
confequences of fin, and reproves 
the confciences of finners, fetting 
before them their guilt and dan- 
ger. 

This, however, is the cafe with 
no other fcheme of doctrines but 
the true one. 

When divine truths are difguif- 
ed, or mutilated, or fome effential 
ones difvarded, the eff & produced 
is not hight but darknefs—The 
character of God, and the {tate 
and profpedts of 1mpenitent fianers, 
are not clearly fven, and men are 
led into error and fatal fecurity. 

As the fight refpeéted in the 
text, is the light of divine truth, 
or the true fyitem of gofpel doc- 
trines ; fo the darknefs which nate 
ural men choofe in preference to 
the tight, is the darknefs of im’- 
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delity, or of fome falfe fcheme of 


religious fentimests, pretended to 
be drawn from the {criptures. 

‘Phere are many who rejeé the 
gofpel revelation, and plunge into 
the darknefs of total infidelity. 
They choofe total darknefsrefpedt- 
ing the moft important things ais 
future world, rather tham accede 
to the fyftem of doétrines taught 
in the facred f{criptures. They pr - 
fer the cold, uncomfortable doc 
trines, or conjectures of deifm and 
atheifm, to the bright light and ani- 
mating profpedis of chriftianity. 

Having rejected the light of 
revelation, they are in grofs dark- 
nefs indeed. They can have no 
fatisfactory kaowledge with refpedt 
to thofe interefting and important 
fabjeats, the immortality of the foul 
—the refurrection of = body — 
and the retributions of a future 
ftate. They mutt be in total dark. 
nefs and uncertainty in what way 
forgivenefs of fins may be obtain- 
ed; or whether the governor of 
the univerfe ever can confiftently, 
or ever will, in any way, exercife 
mercy in the pardon of his rebel- 
lious fubjects ; and confequently, 
mu(t at times, and efpecially in 
the near view of death, be filled 
with the moft diftrefling anxicty 
and painful forebodings. 

Again, there are others who 
acknowledge the divinity of the 
{criptures, and yet reject the fyf 
tem of truths they contain, and 
attempt to draw from them a 
{cheme more confonant to their 
own withes and feelings. They 
fet up their own depraved feelings 
s a itandard to which they bring 
the word of God, and reject eve 
ry doctrine which does not abide 
this tet. Thus they wreft the 
fcriptures to their own deftrution 
They adopt a fcheme effenually 
erroneous, full of darknefs and in- 
confiftency, and which, if perfitt- 
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ed in, will end in the final and to- 
al darknefs of defpair. 

Many and various are the falfé 
fchemes of religious fenriment, 
which mankind adopt, and endeav- 
rr to fupport by the fcriptures, in 
order to give eafe and uict to their . 
‘onfciences. Some ot thefe con- 
tain Many important truths, and 
appear very plaufible “I'he adver- 
fary is quite willing his emiffaries 
fhould hold up much truth, pro- 
vided they can thereby introduce 
and effeftually inculcate fome ef- 
fential error. For whoever dif- 
cards any one effential doétrine 
of the gofpel, does, in effeat, dife 
card and deny the whole fyitem ; 
and is therefore full of darknefs 
and thus to be confidered—agreea- 
bly to the words of the apottle 
“ Whofvever abideth not in the 
do@rine of Chri,” i.e. in the 
fyftem of do@rines which Chrift 
taught * hath not God.” If there 
come any unto you, and bring not 
this dodtrine, | receive him not into 
your houfe. ‘* T’o the law and to 
the 0 a faith the Moft 
High, * ifthey {peak not accords 
ing to this word, there is no light 
in them.”’ 

Chr ft having afferted that men 
hate the light and love darknefs, 
affigns as tke reafon or ground of 
it, that “their deeds are evil.’® 
But as deeds can be denominated 
good or evil, on’ y from the ftate 
of the heart—-therefore depravity 
or wickednefs of heart, is the caufe 
or ground of men’s hating the 
light of divine truth, and loving 
datknefs. When the light 1s bro’t 
before them—the light which art- 
fes from a juft ft and conneéted view 
of the dotrines of the gofpel, they 
thrink from ir as being deftrudtive 
to their prefent eafe and quiet. 
As the light of the natural fun is 
painful anddeftructive to the difeaf- 
ed bodily eye, fo the light of di- 
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vine truth is painful to the depraved 


"hearts of finners, and deftrudtive. 


of their carnal joys and vain peace. 
It condemns them, and arms con- 
{cience again{t them, and fills them 
with diftrefs and anxiety in view 
of their guilt and danger. They 
therefore enveavor to clofe their 
eyes againft the light.—They wall 
not come to it 3 nor receive it. 
«¢ They love darknefs rather than 
light, becaufe their deeds are evil” 
—and becaufe the light reproves 
and condemns them, and uncovers 
to their view the deftruétion which 
is before them. 

The following inferences and re- 
flettions fuggefted by this text and 
fubjeQ, may be of praétical ufe. 

1. Ifali natural men hate the 
light of divine truth, as is plainly 
teftified by Chrift in the words of 
the text—then we are furnifhed 
with the reafon why effential er- 
rors, and falfe doétrines in religion, 
are fo much more eafily and ex- 
tenfively propagated than the truth. 
It is becaufe they coincide with the 
wifhes of men and the corrupt 
propenfities of their hearts. Eve- 
ry falfe fcheme of religious fenti- 
ments, is in fome way calculated 
to difhonor God and his law, and 
exalt the finner and thus gratify 
the pride of hisheart. But when 
the light which Chrift brought in- 
to the world is attended to by fin- 
ners—when the true character of 
God—the awful confequences of 
final impenitence and unbelief — 

il the fearching and humbling 

é gofpel, are fet be- 
nit gives them pain and 

‘y-—it croffes every feeling of 

tne): proud hearts—and excites op- 
pofiuon. They choofe darknefs 
rather than fuch light—they with 
fome other fcheme mav be found— 
and when propofed, they can eafi- 
Jy adopt it. Whatever we with to 
believe, we can eafily believe, how- 
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ever falfe and abfurd in itfelf—anq 
thus go on in the belief of a ie. 
In this view, confidering the de- 
pravity of mankind, and the pain 
which the light of ‘divine truth 
gives to a corrupt and wicked heart; 
it is not f{trange that error fhould 
be fo eafily propagated ; and that 
mankind fhould be ready to em- 
orace almoft any thing, rather than 
the plain and fundamental truths 
of the gofpel. 

z. If natural men hate the light, 
and love darknefs, then it is noth- 
ing in favor of any fcheme of fen- 
timents, that they are pleafed with 
it, and find comfort and confo- 
lation from it, while they contin- 
uc impenitent. On the contrary 
it affords the ftrongeft evidence 
that it is falfe, and of a pernicious 
tendency. We are therefore fur- 
nifhed by our fubject, with a crite- 
rion to aflift us in judging and dif- 
tinguifhing falfe doétrines, and falfe 
{chemes of religion, from the true. 
It is much needed at the prefent 
day—and has this excellency, that 
it is level to the weakeft capacities. 
We have only to enquire with re- 
fpeét to any effential doétrine or 
fcheme of fentiments, what the 
tendency and effect of it is upon 
the wicked and profligate ? Wheth- 
er they are pleafed and confoled 
with it ? Whether it has a tenden- 
cy to render them eafy and carelefs 
in fia, or to awaken them to con- 
cern and anxiety? We are au- 
thorifed by the words of Chrift 
which have been confidered, to 
bring every fcheme of fentiments 
to this telt. We know that the 
light of divine truth is difpleafing 
and painful to a corrupt and wicked 
heart ; and that fo far as it is feen 
and realized by natural men, tt 
alarms them, and excites oppofi- 
tion. This was the effect of the 
light as exhibited by Chrift and 
the apoftles. It excited in fome 
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the higheft enmity and rage, and 
caufed others under a fenfe of guilt 
and danger, to cry out ‘with anx- 
ious concern, * what fhall we do 
to be faved ?” Jf therefore any 
doftrine be advanced, tupported by 
ever fo many labored arguments 
and learned criticif{ms, which has 
not this tendency—but on the 
contrary, is acceptable and pleaf- 
ing to wicked men, it matt be ea- 
fy to every one to decide that it 
is not the light of truth—but dark- 
nefs. Hence, 

3. It clearly follows, that the 
character given of Gad, and the 
{cheme of fentiment held up by 
thofe who fay it will be “ well 
with the wicked,” are falfe and 
unferiptural. If the doétrine that 
God is determined to make all 
men finally happy, whatever may 
be their charaéter and condué in 
this life, be the light, or any ef- 
fential part of the light which has 
come into the world—i. e. of the 
true gofpel fcheme, or truth of 
Godastaught by Chrift—T hen cer- 
tainly mendo not hate the light, 
but rejoice in it. The confcience 
of every man therefore, who will 
attend one moment to the fubjec, 
will bear witnefs that if the dec- 
laration of the Saviour in the text 
be divine truth, then the doétrine 
of univerfal falvation is fa'fe. Be- 
caufe it is a doétrine perfeétly cal- 
culated to pleafe wicked men—en- 
courage them in fin—render them 
carelefs, and will excite in them 
no oppofition. Why fhould they 
be oppofed, and alarmed at the 
doétrine, that God is determined 
to make them eternally happy, even 
though they indulge their luits and 
wallow in fin, all their lives ? Or, 
that he means, if they die in their 
fins, to give them immediately an- 
other {tate of probation, in which 
the kindeft and moft effeual 
means fhall be ufed to bring them 
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to repentance, and which fhall 
foon be effectual ? To be confiftent, 
therefore we mutt difcard it as a 
falfe {cheme, or rejeét the {criptures. 
There is no confiftent medium. 
Surely that gofpel which has fo 
contrary an effeét, and which from 
the carnal heart, meets with fo dif- 
ferenta reception from that point. 
ed out in the text, and produced 
by the preaching of Chrilt and the 
apoitles, muft furely be another 
gofpel, refpecting which the apof- 
tle fai?, “ Though I or an Angel 
from heaven preach it, Jet him be 
accurfed.”? 

4. We infer from this fubjecé 
the neceflity of a renovation of 
heart, in order to a reception and 
love of the truth, or light which 
has come into the world. Many 
have fuppofed that nothing is ne- 
ceffary to bring men to love the true 
character of God, but to give 
them a juft doétrinal underftanding 
of it—and that regencration is ef- 
feéted by dottrinal light being 
let into the underftanding. But 
Chrift teaches us that men rejeé 
the light becaufe they do not love 
it—i. e. becaufe their Acarts are 
evil ordepraved. They hate the 
light, and confequently the more 
light they have, the higher will the 
oppofition of their hearts arife. 
To fuppofe that the only reafon 
why men do not love the light and 
follow it, is that they do not fee, or 
underftand it—is to fuppofe, con- 
trary to the declaration of Chrift, 
that men’s hearts are not really 
oppofed, butthat they in reality 
love the truth, fo far as it is dif- 
covered. And that were the light 
to be fet clearly before them, they 
would cordially receive it, and 
rejoice in it—whereas Chrift de- 
clares that light is come into the 
world, and fhines clearly before 
men, but thas they do not love it. 
It is painful and odious to them, 
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and they choofe darknefs. [tis evi- 
dent therefore, that the heart mutt 
be regenerated in order to men’s 
receiving the love of the truth. 
When that is renewed by the fu 
pernatural influence of the f{pirit of 
God, the truth will be relifhed, 
andthe light ‘oved, and not be 
fore. “ For evry one that doth 
evil hateth the licht, neither cometh 
tothe light, left his deeds fooull be 
reproved. But he that doth truth, 
comth ta the lght, that b:s deeds 
may be made manifef, that they are 
wrought in God.” 


PHILOs. 


An Account of a work of Divine 
graceina Kevival of Keligion, 
sna number of Congregations in 
New England, in the years 1798 
and 1799, tna feries of Letters 
to the Editors. 


[Continued from page 431.] 
LETTER XIX. 


From the Rev. Fosuua Witttams 
of Harwinton. 


GENTLEMEN, 
FEEL happy that the good- 
nefs of God has permitted me 
to fee a remarkable feafon of his 
nower and grace in this town. In 
it I think there is occafion for the 
exclamation of the apoftle. Eph. 
i. 3—6. Bleffed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Fefus Chrih— 
avho hath bleffed us wiih all fpiritu- 
al blefings in heavenly places sm 
Chrijt. According as he hath cho- 
fenius in him before the foundation 
of the world ; that we fhould be 
holy and without blame before him in 
Love ; having predeflinated us unto 
the adoption of children by Fefus 
Chrift unto himfelf, according to the 
good pleafure of his will, io the 
praife of the Glory of his Grace 
It appears to me that in this 
work there is abundant evidence 





of the fame hand, which Wrought 
among the Ephefians. The apof- 
tle attributes the work among them 
to the excecding greatnefs of the 
power which wrought in Chrift 
when he was raifed from the 
dead and adds. You hath he quick. 
ened why were dead in tre{paffis and 


Jins. For by grace are ye saved 


thro’ faith and that not of yours 
Selves st is the Rift of God. 

I propofe to give you a gencral 
account of this work in the firlt 
place and then a few particular 
‘ afes. 

In the fummer of 1798—afier 
a long and awful {tare ot ilupidi- 
ty, the congregation, under m 
charge. began to exhibit fymptoms 
of increafing attention to ferious 
things. An unufual fpirit of 
prayer, appeared among Chriftians, 
and fome private concerts of pray- 
er were begun. ‘Iwo or three 
perfons were under confiderable 
diftrefs for their fouls. In Novem- 
ber, information was given of the 
extraordinary work of God in 
neighboring towns which produce 
an uncommon effect upon feveral 
and the profpeét became very 2- 
preeable. However fome of them 
being engaged before this to attend 
a ball, knew not how to avoid it, 
without giving offence or appearing 
fingular ; they were warned of the 
danger of lofing their imprefhons, 
but it was generally thought, that 
fo * innocent an amufement” 
gould have no‘ill effe&. They 

went therefore, with a full refolu- 
tion to retain their folemn impref- 
fions ; and entered the ball room 
with uncommon ferioufnefs. But 
in lefs than afi hour, all their anx- 
iety was gone, and levity took its 
place, nor could any reprefenta- 
tions that were mace to them pro- 
duce the f me feelings again. In 
this fituation they remained more 
than two months, In the mean 
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time, there was an increafing fo- 
lemnity in the congregation at 
large. 

In the latter part of January 
and beginning of February 1799, 
our meetings for public worfhip 
were very full and more folemn 
than I had ever feen upon any oc- 
cafion before. Our leétures alfo 
were crouded. In the fecond 
week of February, I attended fev- 
eral meetings in neighbouring fo- 
cietres in company with a number 
of minifters. The Lord appear- 
ed to be prefent in a remarkab’e 
manner. On Friday 1 returned 
home, with two or three of my 
brethren A Icéture had been 
previoufly appointed ; the congre- 
gation was very large, and the ef 
feéts of the word were very vifible. 
In the evening another fermon was 


given, the effects were {till more 
vifible. Tho’ the exercifes were 
of confidcrable length and it was 


very cold weather, yet the people | 


in general feemed to be loth to de- 
part. It is believed that on this 
and the two fucceeding days, 
more than an hundred perfons 
received decp impreflions of their 
miferable {tate ; and many of them 


. ‘ a 
were feelingly convicted of their | 


total cepremey ef heart and abfo- 
lute helpleffnefs. 

In the two followirg weeks, the 
folemnity, concern and conviétion 
evidently increafed. Many were 
brought to fee that a feifith religion, 
fuch as theirs was, was unfafe ; 
and that they muft have a princi | 
ple, higher than the fear of heil 
or defire of happinefs to prompt 
them in the path of life. It was ap- | 
parent that difcourfesontheabfolute | 
fovereignty of divine grace, had 
the preatelt effects They not on- 
ly produced great anxiety in thofe 
who carefully attended to them 
bur removed 


many of the er: 
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and prejudices of their minds 
and levelled a deftruGive blow at 
their pride, in a powerful man- 
ner they fhewed the need of Jefus 
Chrift and the operation of God’s 
{pirit on the heart, and took away 
many of their refuges of lies. 

The fubjeats of “this work were 
very folicitous to hear the truth ; 
they felt as tho’ they could not be 
too much engaged ; they were ful- 
ly convinced of the awful fan&tions 
of the divine law ; they knew that 
they had broken it and were fear 
tully expofed, and yet were un- 
willing to fubmit to God. It is 
not in my power to defcribe the 
anxiety which appeared in many 2 
they found themfelves manlquetoes 
in every thing; that their hearts 





} 


God > 


preached and fome exhortations | 


' 


jet to his ‘aw 


were ful! of hatred againft the true 
that the carnal mind was 
enmity to God, and was not fub- 
‘ The more they 
faw of themfelves the more they 
were convinced of their defert of 
endlefs mifery. ‘I'his cn- 
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creafed their anxiety, fo that in a 


they found relief. 
of their felfif regards io all their ' 


general way, fleep almoft fled from 
theireves; and when they went 
about the neccflary concerns of 
lite their fpirits were loaded with 
forrow and diftrefs. 

This auxiety continued with 
fome longer than with others,before 
A conviction 


attempts to prey, led them to re- 
flect that their prayer was fin. Ve 
added to their appre henfions, that 
| God might refute to hear. A ho- 
ly fin-hating fovereign, might 
(trike them dead in the attempt. 
And to refrain fiom prayer was 
ftill more dangerous. Danger ap- 
peared on all tid les, and what aut 
1 do 2 was aconitant and earnett 
enquiry. At this time, the im- 
portance of divine truth was fo 
eh generally fixed upon the mind, that 
s | ly go into a houfe 
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aweest uw 


i could 
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and they choofe darknefs. It is evi- 
dent therefore, that the heart muft 
be regenerated in order to men’s 
receiving the love of the truth. 
When that is renewed by the fu 
pernatural influence of the fpirit of 
God, the truth will be relifhed, 
andthe licht ‘oved, and not be 
fore. “ For evry one that edoth 
evil hateth the light, neither cometh 
to the lioht, left his deeds foould be 
reproved. But he that doth truth, 
cometh ta the Lght, that his deeds 
may be made manifef, that they are 
wrought in God.” 
PHILOs. 


graceina Kevival of Keligion, 
sna number of Congregations in 
New England, in the years 1798 
and 1799, tna feries of Letters 
to the Editors. 


[Continued from page 431.] 


LETTER XIX. 


From the Rev. Fosuus Witttams 
of Harwinton. 


GENTLEMEN, 
FEEL happy that the good- 
nefs of God has permitted me 
to fee a remarkable feafon of his 
nower and grace in this town. In 
it I think there is occafion for the 
exclamation of the apoftle. Eph. 
i. 3—6. Bleffed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Fefus Chri— 
who hath bleffed us with all fpiritu- 
al blefings in heavenly places sm 
Chrijt. According as he hath cho- 
fenius in him before the foundation 
of the world ; that we fhould be 
holy and without blame befvre him in 
Love ; having predeflinated us unto 
the adoption of children by Fefus 
Chrift unto himfelf, according to the 
good pleafure of his will, to the 
praife of the Glory of his Grace 
It appears to me that in this 
work there is abundant evidence 
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of the fame hand, which Wrought 
among the Ephefians. The apof. 
tle attributes the work among them 
to the excecding greatnefs of the 
power which wrought in Chrift 
when he was raifed from the 
dead and adds. You hath he quick. 
ened why were dead in tre{paffcs and 
Jins. For by grace ave ye save 
thro’ faith and that not of youre 
Selves st is the gift of God. 
propofe to give you a gencral 

account of this work in the firt 
place and then a few particular 
( afes. 

In the fummer of 1798—after 


| 2 long and awful ftare ot flupidi- 
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ty, the congregation, ender my 
charge. began to exhibit fymptoms 
of ,increafing attention to ferious 
things. An unufual fpirit of 
prayer, appeared among Chriftians, 
and fome private concerts of pray- 
er were begun. ‘Iwo or three 
perfons were under confiderable 
diftrefs for their fouls. In Novem- 
ber, information was given of the 
extraordinary work of God in 
neighboring towns which produced 
an uncommon effect upon feveral 
and the profpeét became very 2- 
preeable. However fome of them 
being engaged before this to attend 
a ball, knew not how to avoid it, 
without giving offence or appearing 
fingular ; they were warned of the 
danger of lofing their imprefhions, 
but it was generally thought, that 
fo * innocent an amufement” 
gould have no‘ill effe@. They 
went therefore, with a full refolu- 
tion to retain their folemn impref- 
fions ; and entered the ball room 
with uncommon ferioufnefs. But 
in lefs than afi hour, all their anx- 
iety was gone, and levity took its 
place, nor could any reprefenta- 
tions that were mace to them pro- 
duce the f' me feelings again. In 
this fituation they remained more 





than two months, In the mean 
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time, there was an increafing fo- 
lemnity in the congregation at 
large. 

In the latter part of January 
and beginning of February 1799, 
our meetings for public worfhip 
were very full and more folemn 
than I had ever feen upon any oc- 
cafion before. Our letures alfo 
were crouded. In the fecond 
week of February, I attended fev- 
eral meetings in neighbouring fo- 
cietries in company with a number 
of minifters. ‘The Lord appear- 
ed to be prefent in a remarkab’e 
manner. On Friday 1 returned 
home, with two or three of my 
brethren A Icéture had been 
previoufly appointed ; the congre- 
gation was very large, and the ef 
feéts of the word were very vifible. 
In the evening anocher fermon was 
preached and fome exhortations 
given, the effects were {till more 
vifible. Tho’ the exercifes were 
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of confiderable length and it was 
very cold weather, yet the people | 


in general feemed to be loth to de- 
part. It is believed that on this 
and the two fucceeding days, 
more than an hundred perfons 
received decp impreflions of their 
miferable {late ; and many of them 
were feelingly convicted of their 


493 


and prejudices of their minds 
and levelled a deftruét:ve blow at 
their pride,- In a powerful man- 
ner they fhewed the need of Jefus 
Chrift and the operation of God’s 
{pirit on the heart, ard took away 
many of their refuges of lies. 

Vhe fubjeéts of “this work were 
very folicitous to hear the truth ; 
they felt as tho’ they could not be 
too much engaged ; they were ful- 
ly convinced of the awful fandtions 
of the divine law ; they knew that 
they had broken it and were fears 
tully expofed, and yet were un- 
willing to fubmit to God. It is 
not in my power to defcribe the 
anxiety which appeared in many 2 
they found themfelves tranfgreffors 
in every thing; that their hearts 
were ful! of hatred againft the true 
that the carnal mind was 
enmity to God, and was not fub- 
je *& to his a Lhe more they 
faw of themfelves the more they’ 
were convinced of their defert of 
endlefs mifery. cn- 


‘T'! his age us i 


| creafed their anxiety, fo that in a 
' general way, fleep almolt fled from 


theireves; and when they went 
about the neccflary concerns of 
lite their fpirits were loaded with 


| forrow and diftrefs. 


total depravity ef heart and abfo- 


lute helpleffnefs. 

In the two followirg weeks, the 
folemnity, concern and convidtion 
evidently increafed. Many were 
brought to fee that a feifith religion, 
fuch as theirs was, was unfafe ; 
and that they muft have a princi- | 
ple, higher than the fear of heil 
or defire of happinefs to prompt | 
them in the path of life. It was ap- 
parent that difcourfesontheabfolute 
fovereignty of divine grace, had 
the preatelt cffe@ts “They not on- 
ly produced great anxiety in thofe 
who carefully attended to _ 
but removed many of the 
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| God might refute to hea 


| 
| 





This auxiety continued with 
fome longer than with others,before 
they found relicf A conviction 
of their feifif regards io all their | 
attempts to prey, led them to re- 
flect that their prayer was fin. It 
added to their apprehenfions, that 
A ho- 
ly fin hating fovereign, might 
{trike them dead in the attempt. 

And to refrain fiom prayer was 
fill more = Congerens- Danger ap- 
peared on all tides, and what mu? 
Ido? was aconttant and earnett 
enquiry. At this time, the im- 
portance of divine truth was fo 
generally fixed upon the mind, that 
i could ly go into a houfe 


Poarey 
were 
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without difcovering evidences of 
great attention to the Bible; it 
was read with earneftnefs and as 
the word of life. Several confer- 
ence meetings were now eltablifh- 
ed in various parts of the town and 
frequented by great numbers. 

At the end of three weeks, this 
work appeared to be at a ftand.— 
It was a moment of great appre- 
henfion. At the facramental ta- 
ble, as well as elfewhere, God’s 
people were earneftly exhorted to 
pray that the work might not ceafe. 
The exhortation was made fuc- 
cefsful. God fhed abroad a moft 
fervent f{pirit of prayer among 
Chriftians, and the anfwer was im- 
mediately returned.  Surprifing 
effects appeared ; thofe who were 
ready to lofe their impreflions 
found them renewedand increafed ; 
new inftances of impreflicns oc- 
curred almoft every day, and ma- 
ny were brought to a hopeful refig- 
nation to God and enjoyed peace. 

Many who were {trong oppofers 
at the beginning now fell under the 
power of the work themfelves. 
Some of almoft every age from 
twelve to fixty or feventy were 
imprefled. Several who had in- 
dulged the hope of their intereft 
in Chrift for a long time, were now 
convinced of its falfehood and 
brought to new views and feelings. 
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One of thefe had been a member | 
of the church 25 years and anoth- | there, and notwithftanding every 


er about 40. 


(June, 


On any principle but the fovereign 
power and mercy of God. 

At this time the labor of preach. 
ing was eafy indeed ; but to dete@ 
the falfe hope, to which many were 
prone, like drowning men, who 
catch hold of any thing that comes 
in their way, was a difficult and 
critical bufinefs. Never did I feel 
the importance of the miniftry 
or my own infufficiency equal to 
this period. On the one hand, 
not to wound the lambs of Chrift’s 
flock, and on the other not to en- 
courge the unfounded hope of the 
felf-deceiver, required the utmoft 
caution and diligence. My ufual 
practice was, if upon examination 
I difcovered marks of a falfe hope 
to tell the matter plainly. But if 
there were fymptoms of a well 


‘founded hope, and they applied to 


me, or indulged a hope, I told 
them, that they muft prove their 
hope to be genuine by their future 
holy condua, always remember- 
ing that the heart is deceitful above 
all things. 

It is frequently found that thofe 
who become real converts do, in 
the time of their anxiety, reft for 
a fhort period in a falfe hope, to 
which there are many temptations, 
but they are mercifully brought off 
from it. This was the cafe with 
as Many as 50 among us ; and yet 
it is to be feared that many ftill reft 


effort to fhake them from it, will 


Some were wrought upon very | cling to it, till they plunge into 


fuddenly and in “fuch circumftan- 


| remedilefs ruin. 


The way ia 


ces as made it evident that it was which theedifltreffed found relief 


not of themfelves or of any man, 
but of God. From the 14th to 
the zoth of April there were eigh- 
teen inftances of hopeful conver- 
fion. Several were brought under 
forrowful and diftrefling convic- 
tion at midnight on their beds.— 
Ana many in fuch circumftances 
as that it could not be accounted for 





generally was, by fubmitting them- 
felves into the hands of a powerful, 
fin-hating God and accepting the 
punifhment of their iniquities. 
The work among us 1s remarka- 
ble in this refpeét, that itis prin- 
cipally confined to heads of fami- 
lies. A few young men and wo- 
men have been wrought upon, but 





8801.) 


the greateft number are between 
28 and4o years of age: and about 
three females to two males. 

About the firft of May, the 
f{mall-pox broke out in the houfe 
nearcit to the meeting-houfe, and 
in fuch circumftances as rendered 
a removal impracticable: Hence 
the meeting-houfe was clofed for 
three fabbaths. The patient who 
was vilited with this terrible difeafe, 
was the firft that obtained a hope 
of being interefted in Chrift after 
this work began. She was won- 
derfully fupported under all her 
pains, giving an example of refig- 
nation and rejoicing in God, de- 
firing nothing but that his will 
fhould take place—and in this 
frame of mind refigned her breath. 
Then the Lord fhewed his power 
to favor in the moft trying cafes, 
and at the fame time threatened the 
incorrigible with an exclufion from 
heaven.— 

From this time there was no 
great increafe of the work; a 
few that were awakened before 
were hopefully brought into light 
in the courfe of the fummer, aad 
there were nine or ten new inftan- 
ces of awakening. The harveft 
appeared now to be almoft over. 

In the month of May, four were 
added to the church, in July, fif- 
ty-fix were added in one day, the 
folemnities of which were bleft to 
the awakening of fome others. In 
September, twenty-four more were 
added, and feveral others at differ- 
ent times, fo that the whole num- 
ber added to the church, is one 
hundred, ail of whom except two 
werc hopefully wrought upon inthis 
wonderful time. Several more, it 
13 probable, will foon join with 
them. The whole number for 
whom I have entertained a hope 
of their real regeneration is more 
than 100. And tho’ with grief 


I may add, thata few do not ap- 
Vou. I. No. 12. 
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pear to hold out, yet the perfeve- 
rance of the others, efpecially of 
thofe who have made a profeffion, 
bids me {till hope that the greateft 
part will continue ftedfaft to the 
end. Many of them have obtain- 
ed a precious degree of knowl- 
edge and love, and appear fti!l to 
be growing in the graces of the 
Chriftian. 

I may remark that a difpofition 
to pray, has been one conftant at- 
tendant on this work. ‘The con- 
verts who had not attended family 
prayer before, immediately intro- 
duced it, and this has been the 
cafe in more than thirty inftances. 
They now fee that they had no 
excufe for their former negledt, 
| and that if people only had a heart 
‘for this duty, they could readily 

find time. 

In the month of O&ober, there 
| Was a partial revival ; feveral were 
| awakenedand hopefully converted, 
| but this fhower was of no long 
| continuance. However,the Lord 
| has not yet wholly left us; now 
| and then we find a new inftance of 
| his power ; and feveral have re 
mained in fome meafure anxious 
from the firft part of the feafon 
to this time, fupported by infinite 
goodnefs—yet fearfully halting bes 
tween two opinions. To clofe 
this letter, I would remark that in 
all this andin the conftant ftupidi- 
| ty of many under all this light and 
| the means that have been ufed, as 
| well as in the prevalence of the 
world and vanity over others, God 
is exhibiting ample demonftration, 
that it was his power and grace 
which at firft began and ftill carries 
on the work. It was not one par- 
ticular clafs of people that was im- 
prefled : Some of the moft unlike- 
ly, to human appearance, have been 
the fubjets of this work. ‘The 
high and the low, the weak and 
the ftrong, the rich and the poor, 
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the mere moralift and the {coffer, 
the profeffor and the profligate, 
the profane and the inconfiderate, 
people of almoft all occupations 
and ranks among us, and of almoft 
every age and (tation, have been 
wrought upon and called out from 
the midft of their acquaintance 
and neighbors urely it is all 
done by the blefling of the God 
and Father of our Lord Jrfus 
Chrift, according to the good 
pleafure of his will, to the praife 
of the glory of his grace. 
J. sHua Wicuiams. 
Harwinton, Nov. 1800. 


LETTER XX. 


Second letter from ihe Rev. Fosa- 
va Wittiams of Harwinion. 


GENILEMEN, 
N my firft letter, I gave a gen 
eral account of the work of 
God’s fpirit in this place, I now 
proceed to mention fome particu- 
Jar cafes. In the firft place, fome 
cafes that were fpecimens of the 
work in general, and fecondly a 
few that were attended with fome 
uncomnien circumftances. 

Of the firft kind I fhall mention 
two, the reafon of my fele¢ting 
them, will readily appear. 

One inttance is that of the wo- 
man that died with the fmall-pox 
who was about 25 years of age. 
From her younger years fhe was 
a woman of uncommon candor, 
prudence and gentlenefs, nor 
was fhe entirely deftitute of 
thoughts on ferious fubjects. By 
many of her acquaintance fhe was 
fuppofed to be prepared for heaven 
years ago. But the totally dif- 
claimed fuch an idea, and dated 
the change of her mind, to the 
way of the upright, fince the be- 
ginning of the wonderful work a- 
mongus. “he was a ferious at- 
tendant on public worfhip in the 
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year 1798, but felt no peculiar 
impreffions on her mind till the ree 
markable day in February 1799. 

The firft thing that ftruck hey 
mind powerfally was a kind and 
feriqus meffage fent to her from her 
fifter, who lived in a neighbouring 
fociety. The meffage was this, 
** above all things get an interef in 
Chrift,”” the effec: was inftant and 
furprifing ; the had heard the fame 
thing before from her filter, nay the 
had been exhorted repeatedly to the 
fame purport, but to no effed. 
But now an imprefhion was made 
wh ch nothing could erafe (and 
there were many fuch inftances on 
that day.) Neither the common 
concerns of a family, the ridicule 
to which fhe would probably ex- 
pofe herfelf, the intervening of 
company, the fuggeftions of her 
former regularity of life nor any 
confiderations whatever, could 
withdraw her attention from the 
concerns of her foul and eternity. 
She found fhe had been alive withe 
out the law ; but the command. 
ment came, fin revived and the 
died. It appears from her own 
confeflion, made more than once, 
that tho’ fhe frequently read the 
bible and would by no means, as 
fhe thought, omit any of the du- 
ties of religion, yet fhe never had 
any proper idea of the bible, and 
knew nothing of the nature of the 
Chriftian religion ;—hr under- 
ftanding being fo darkened as not 
to receive the things of the fpirit of 
God. But being now awakened 
fhe continued in this {tate of anx- 
ious concern for 13 or 14 days, 
her diftrefs increafing every day. 
Being 2 near neighbor, I had 
fiequent opportunity of converfing 
with her and of obfervirg the op- 
erations of her mind ; which I will 
relate, as I related them to the 
congregation in a fermon preached 
on account of her death. 
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She was one of the firft that in 
this wonderful feafon of God’s 
grace was deeply impreffed with 
the truth, refpeGing her depravity 
of heart, Chariftlefs ftate and need 
of regeneration ; and the firft 
that was hopefully brought out of 
darknefs into God’s marvellous 
light. A day or two before this, 
her anxiety for her foul had in- 
creafed to fuch a degree, that the 
could fcarcely fleep at all, and her 
whole attention was abforbed in 
the thought of her finfulnefs and 


perifhing condition ; efpecially with | 


the idea of the total oppofition of 
her heart to God. She appeared 
to be fully convinced, that the 
heart was deceitful above all things 
and defperately wicked, and that 


her carnal mind was enmity againft | 
God ; that all fhe then did or ever | 


had done ia religion, not only 
came fhort of what fhe ought to 
do, but that it was even of a 
wrong kind, not being done to the 
glory of God ; but at the belt on- 
ly thro’ fe fith defires of avoiding 
mifery and gaining heaven. She 
faw clearly that how much foever 
fhe attempted to pray or to fearch 
the {criptures, and whatever pains 
fhe took in the felfifh way, fhe was 
guilty of breaking the firft com- 
mandment; as the did not fubmit 
to the righteoufnefs of God, and 
dire&tly oppofed the injunction of 
the apoftle, whether ye eat or drink 
or whatfoewer you do, do all to the 
glory of God. Hence the found 
that the was adtually rifing up a- 
gainft the will of Jehovah ; and 
in no point conformed to the fpirit 
of the law fignified in thefe words 
thou fhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart and with all thy 
foul and with all thy mind and thy 
ncizhbor as thyfelf ; and therefore 
that fhe was under the jult curfes 
of that law. Exercifes and views 
of this kind from day to day filled 
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her with great diftrefs and fhe be- 
gan to defpair of ever becoming 
religious according to the bible re- 
quirements, and to conclude there 
was no help in her cafe; at beft 
that fhe never fhould of herfelf 
embrace the way of life ;—that fhe 
muft therefore, fearfu! as it was, fall 
into the hands of a fin-hating and 
fin-punifhing God ; that all her at- 
tempts were vain, all her endeav- 
ors fruitlefs, and that fhe was un- 
done forever. At this time, it 
pleafed the Lord to afford her a 
view of the propriety of his do- 
minion and of the wifdom, reéti- 
tude and glory of his character 
and univerfal government. And 
the view was fo clear zhat fhe was 
obliged to allow the fentence of 
condemnation againft herfelf, ac- 
cept the punifhment of her fins, 
and fay Ict this Lord be glorious ; 
’tisdelightful thatheis fuch a Being, 
and that he reigns over me and over 
allthings. Oh how unjuftand wick- 
ed have I been to oppofe fo glori- 
ous a God !—I abhor myfelf, and 
may I and all creatures be heartily 
difpofed to praife him forever ! 
Thefe excrcifes were attended 
with immediate relief from her 
anxiety, and iffued in the poff-flion 
of a calm and peaceful {tate of 
mind, rejoicing yet trembling in 
the thought that God could and 
would do his own pleafure ; but 
would do nothing wrong or con- 
trary to the general good: ‘This 
was her fupport. This calmnefs 
in the fame views lafted 3 or 4 days 
without much fenfible joy, in the 
expectation of eternal bleffednefs. 
The God of hope had not yet 
made ber to abound in hope thro” 
the power of the Holy Ghof, nay 
the feemed not to have the {maileft 
idea that what fhe had experien- 
ced was converfion. But on the 
fourth day, as fhe was attending a 
fermon upon thefe words, Go ye 
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into Galilee there fhall ye fee him, 
in which the feeing of Jefus was 
defcribed, the Lord was pleafed 
to afford her fuch views and enjoy- 
ments as fhe faid exceeded all the 
joys that ever fhe had before ; 
And Jefus, as the glory of God 
and the Saviour of finners, was 
the fubjeét of her thoughts, her 
joys and her love from that time 
till her dying hour, with but very 
little interruption. Now fhe found 
one in whom fhe might fully con- 
fide so accomplifh all things, not 
for her alone, but for the whole 
univerfe, inthe beft manner: —One 
that united, harmonized and illuf- 
trated all the perfections of the 
divine charaéter in himfelf, while 
he was a fuitable, a gracious, an 
all-fuficient Saviour, juft fuch an 
one as fhe needed. 

Thefe views and feelings were 
attended with an ardent and mott 
affeGtionate confecration of her- 
felf, time, talents and all things 
to the glory of the facred trinity, 
choofing to be his at all times, in 
all circumftances and under every 
trial, and to be difpofed of as he 
might think proper. 

Thefe views gave energy to her 
defires that the glorious work a- 
raong us might be carried on and 
{pread more and more ; ’twas her 
delight, to hear of one and another 
brought under powerful convic- 
tions and hopefully reconciled to 
God. Her views and feelings in 
refpec&t of the world, of Chrift, 
of fin, of time and all things, 
were vaftly different from what 
they were before ; and thefe were 
her joyful views and exercifes with 
but few and fhort interruptions to 
the time fhe was attacked by that 
fatal difeafe the fmall pox which 
terminated her life. 


attending upon the Lord’s table, to 
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Thefe views 
Jed her to think earneftly of a, 
public profefion of religion, and | 
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obey the dying command of her 
beft friend: But the jealoufy the 
had over her own heart, and the 
fear of difhonoring religion by fall. 
ing from her profeffions, induced 
her to put it off a little while in or- 
der to be more eftablifhed in the 
hope of the truth of a work of 
grace on her heart, it being now 
only eight weeks fince the began 
to hope. 

In her laft ficknefs, the God of 
mercy fupported her with the fame 
grace, amidft the excruciating 
pains which fhe endured, without 
amurmur. I donot recolle& that 
I ever faw greater refignation, 
calmnefs and reft in God, than ap- 
peared on her death-bed. 

In one of my vifits fhe teld 
me of the views fhe had jut 
then had of the fufferings of Chrift, 
and of their effeéts upon her in 
producing calmnefs, felf loathing, 
cordial forrow for fin and adoration 
of his infinite condefcenfion, fuch 
as the children of God frequently 
have at his table. Thefe exercifes, 
mixed with great love to the divine 
charatter, attended her, in a pecu- 
liar manner, through almoft all her 
ficknefs. Once fhe found that her 
beloved Jefus had forfaken her. 
When the was fuppofed to be dying, 
and under this idea enjoyed the 
calmnefs of hope, and feemed to 
fink away fo as that her father and 
allthe attendants f{uppofed herdead, 
it pleafed the Lord to revive her, 
fo that fhe lived a week longer. 
Upon reviving fhe immediately 
thought that it was probable fhe was 
referved for further agonies, and 
felt a degree of unfubmiffivenefs : 
And the Lord withheld his fhining 
countenance. She remained in 
darknefs an hour or two—and then 
the Lord bleft his word for her re- 
lief, fo that the exclaimed as well 
as her diforder would permit, “ O, 
thofe precious words, 1 cannot re- 
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peat them, but they are delightful, 
I am relieved.” And this was 
her apparent frame of mind to the 
laft. Her whole foul faying, let 
God be glorious, I defire nothing 
but his own bleffed will to take 
place. Let him be forever exal- 
ted. 

Frequently, and indeed a few 
minutes, before fhe left the body, 
fhe uttered fome of the moft ar- 
dent petitions, that this peculiar 
work which fhe had felt might take 
hold of every heart in this place, 
fpread more and more in neigh- 
boring towns, and through our 
land and throughthe world. This 
work was peculiarly precious to 
her. She was afraid that many 
poor fouls might be deluded with 
a morality like her own, and think 
they had religion when they were 
in the gall of bitternefs. On this 
account fhe could not praife the 
Lord enough for enlightening her 
eyes, nor could fhe ceafe to be 
jealous left many like her, fhould 
be deceived with the form of re- 
ligion without the power of it. 

This, except what relates to her 
Gicknefs and death, is the general 
complexion of the work among us; 
but few varying, except in degree, 
from the fame impreflions, humil- 
tation, feelings and exercifes. 
Three or four others were relieved 
the fame week that fhe was, and 
although they had no opportunity 
of converfing together or with any 
one that could inform them, yet 
they gave preof of the fame work 
in each, attended only with a fhade 
of difference as to manner and 
degree. 

But left it fhould ftill be thought 
that, in this tender ftate of the 
mind, they would be ready to re- 
ceive any thing as truth which was 
faid to them, and take any im- 
prefions that were wifhed, I mutt 
afk liberty to mention another in- 
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ftance. This is of a woman with 
whom I had no converfation from 
the time of her awakening till the 
had experienced thefe very things. 
She was an active woman of 33 
years of age, always free to exprefs 
her mind on religious topics, a ref- 
olute oppofer of the dodtrines of 
fovercign grace, and a perfon of 
good natural abilities. In her fen. 
timents fhe was fupported by her 
bufband ; who now has hopefully 
became a fubject of this work, and 
feels as though the doétrines which 
he oppofed are the only doétrines 
confiftent with true peace of mind. 
I fcarcely ever faw her but fhe 
would introduce fomething in,op- 
pofition to the diftinguifhing doc- 
trines of the gofpel. Our difputes 
were friendly but I could never 
convince her of the truth. 

She was fomething unwell at the 
commencement of the general ate 
tention to ferious things, and as fhe 
lived about 4 miles from public 
worfhip fhe did not attend for fey- 
eral Sabbaths. One Sabbath in 
March, as fhe was riding to meete 
ing, fhe recollected that the had 
heard there was a great _/lir among 
the people in other parts of the 
town, and fhe came toa refolu- 
tion to watch if fhe could fee any 
thing uncommon. During the 
exercifes of the forenoon fhe dif- 
covered nothing new, except that 
the congregation was very {till and 
folemn. ‘l'‘here was no noife or 
confufion, which, according to 
her miftaken notions of an awa- 
kening, fhe expected to fee. But 
at noon fhe faw a number of young 
people coming to my houfe. She 
thought now the could difcover all 
that fhe wifhed. She therefore 
followed them. When fhe came 
in, I was difcourfing with the 
young people and they gave mani- 
feftfigas of their apprehenfionscon- 
cerning their Chriftlefs, finful and 
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undone condition. At firfl the 
was ftruck with a fort of aftomith- 
ment. But having reafon to think 
that they really felt as they appear- 
ed to, fhe faid to herfelf, “ you 
* poor finner, fee thefe young peo- 
* ple, fome of them not haf fo 
fold as vou? They have done 
nothing to what you have againft 
© God and his laws, ‘and yet how 
€ diftreffed they are for their fouls ! 
© Aod why am I not concerned 

¢I have more reafon than they, | 
‘know [ama finner and muft rcr- 


€ ifh if I remain fo,-but I have no | 


€ feeling aboutit. Am I not lefe? 
* O thefe wil go to heaven 
*I fhall go to hell. 

© mercy on me what fhall Ido? i 
am undone forever !” 
time fhe had forgotten to attend 
to what fhe could fee in others, 
her own concerns were enough: 
the great things of eternity engrof- 
fed her mind ; the afternoon fer- 
vices were attended differently 
from any that fhe had ever atten- 
ded before, and fhe was ferious 
from this time till her dying hour, 
which was in Otober following. 
About three weeks after her firit 
imprefhions, having heard of her 
diltrefs, L vifited the houfe. I 
found fhe had been relieved a day 
or two before. While the was talk- 


ing and telling me how fhe was a- 


wakened, and what were her after 
feelings, I was almoft amazed and 
tranfported. To hear her defcribe 
the whole from firft to lat, what 
were her firft imprefions—her fub- 
fequent convictions—her endeav- 
orsto help herfelf and patch up a 
righteoufnefs of her own—how 
fhe was irrefiftibly convinced that 
fhe was perfectly helplefs, finful 
and wretched——and coming into 
almolt every ftep with the other 
cafe mentioned ; to hear her fo 
heartily approve of thofe doctrines 
which fhe had before fo {trenuoufly 


* 
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| oppofed, faying, “they muft be 
| true, fhe knew fome of them b 
experience and others were abfo. 
lutely neceffary for the recovery of 
the foul,”? and at the fame time 
knowing that fhe had no one partic. 
ularly to inftruét her onthefe points, 
were circumftances as wonderful 
as ever | had feenor heard. Such 
confirmation of what I believed to 
be the dodtrines of the gofpel, and 
poured into her mind with fuch 
marks of omnipotent mercy——made 
me rejoice and tremble too. Could 
I doubt of the work or who was 
the author? T fhould as foon doubt 
who made the fun and planets. 

This and a number of fimilar 
| cafes, induced me tocry out to 
myfelf, frand fill and fee the falva- 
tion of Ged. 

The cafes which have now been 
| mentioned are only fpecimens of 
| the work in general, the greateft 
| part being aff-éted in the fame way 
| and with the fame truths, attend- 
ed with a difference only as to 
time, means and degree 

But there are fome others which 
though they were grounded on the 
fame truths, and iffued in the fame 
peace and joy, were neverthelefs in 
fome refpeéts fingular. 

A man of upwards of thirty 
years of age, who had been very 
intent upon gaining this world, 
was rather difpleafed with what 
took place among us, and fhewed 
himfelf an oppofer; he thought 
there was no need of fo much at- 
tention. One day as he was at 
work, it came diftinétly into his 
mind, * You muft pray,’ fays he 
I can’t pray, ‘ But you muft pray,” 
I can’t, fays he, for the prayer of 
the wicked is fin, ** But you muft 
pray, and thus a fort of dialogue 
continued for a long time between 
his confcience and his wicked heart. 
It was renewed again the next 


day, and the day following end fo 
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on for nearly a week, when the 
imprefions came fo clofe that he 
finally gave in that he mult retire 
and make a bufinefs of prayer.— 
The next dzy or next but one 
after this point was eftablifhed, he 
ws attacked in the fame manner 
by his confcience as diftinétly as if 
fome one fpoke to him, “ You 
muft pray in your family ; Oh no, 


fays he. that I can’t do, “ But 


you muft do it,” no, it is not ne- 
eeflary, ’tis not commanded, * But 
is your duty, &c. Thus the di- 
alogue continued for alme ft anoth- 
er week, and finally he was obliged 
to yield to the imprefhon Bur 
not being in heart difpofed to com- 
ply, and not being converfant in 
prayer he became very uneafy, and 
one kind of guilt and another from 
time to time ftarting up into his 
mind, he began to be greatly dif 
treffed ; vet he determined no one 
fh: uld know it ; he ufed all his art 
to fupprefs his feelings efpecially 
before people, but nothing would 
anfwer; he was finally obliged to 
own himfelf a hell-deferving creat- 
ure, before the face of all, and af- 
ter a feafon of powerful convic- 
tion asd heavy diftrefs he found 
comfort in fubmitting to God. 
Another man of 35 years, re- 
fpeétable for his good fenfe and 
judgment, is alfo an inftance which 
I would mention. He wasat firft 
difaff:&ed to the work that was 
among us. He had oppofed the 
diftinguifhing doétrines of the gof- 
pel, not becaufe he did not fee them 
in the bible, but through a di rel- 
ith of them. He contrived to 


think that poflibly, there was fome | 


wrong tranflation, or that fome 
words had been foifted in by de- 
figning men ; and with this impo- 
fition on himfelf refted cafy con- 
cerning them. Being about to 
preach at his houfe in the latter 
patt of March, I afked him, if in 
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this ferious time he felt any pecu- 
liar impreffions on his own mind ; 
he anfwered that he had nct. 1 
then afked him if he had not lately 
thought more on ferious fudjeds. 
He faid he had and believed that 
there was not one man in town but 
had ; but he a@tually appeared no 
more concerned for his foul than 
‘the generality of people at other 
times. 
| In reading over my text, the 
| latter part of which was, * who 
| hold the truth in unrighteoufuefs 3”? 
Almighty God deeply impreffed 
him with a conviétion that he was 
the very man; that he had held 
the truth in unrighteoufnefs. In 
| the couife of the fermon he came 
to the moit fixed refolutions to re- 
form and lead a better life. He 
felt it important to delay no long- 
er ; and that the falvation of his 
foul was of immediate and infinite 
importance. He attended a mect- 
ing in the evening where his _refo- 
lusions received preatcr confirma- 
tion. But as he was walking home 
alone, {2 earneftly engaged and 
i refolute, the fpirit of the Lord 
| gave him an extraordinary fenfe of 
his perfeét weaknefs and infeffi- 
ciency, and indeed of the total 
| moral depravity of his heart ; and 
the conviction was fo clear, that 
| all his hopes were dafhed to pieces, 
and he became fully fenfible, that 
nothing but the grace of an Al- 
mighty fovereign could help him. 
But whether fuch a vile, ungodly, 
obftinate finner as he was, could 
ever partake of that grace, was 
matter of great doubt and anxiety. 
He almoft defpaired of it, and 
| fpent the whole night in horror— 
without a moment’s fleep. The 
next day he attempted to labor 
but his mind was too much abforb- 
ed in the view of his certain guilt 
and expofednefs to everlafting ruin 
to allow it. He attended a lec- 
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ture, hoping to receive that help 
and thofe good affections which 
he knew he ought to have. But 
in this he was difappointed. In- 
ftead of having his heart melted 
and mended, he found it more un- 
feeling and inattentive, for he look- 
ed to the means and not to the Gad 
of falvation. This increafed his 
apprehenfions of his danger, he 
debated whether it would be beft 
to attend the evening meeting, left 
he fhould be made ftill more unfeel- 
ing, but finally concluded he would 
attend-—Here, alfo, he found him- 
felf more ftupid than before, and 
bepan to conclude that nothing 
could affect him ; that God would 
moff certainly refufe his grace, and 
he thought he juitly might. ‘Then 
a fenfe of the all-powerful, and all- 
feeirg God made him tremble in 
every part, he flept none this night. 
In the morning, after fome inef- 
feéteal attempts to attend upon his 
fecular concerns, he thought of vi- 
fiting mc. He came, but found no 
relict. In the afternoon, he at- 
tended a fermon at a funcra!, but 


fhewing him the defperate wicked- 
nefs of his heart, the infufficiency 


of kuman aid, and cutting him off | 
labor and are heavy laden. Ho 


from every dependence but his own 
infinite grace. He became more 
and more fenfible of his wretched- 
nefs,and the fources of that wretch- 
ednefs ; he found that his deceitful 
heart would look to any thing but 
to God through Chrift for help ; 
hence he concluded it was perfect 
enmity againft God ; and if God 
did not appear in a way of fove- 
reign mercy, he muff perifh eter- 
nally. 

This evening being exhaufted, 
he had an hour or two of broken 
fleep,but awaked to keener feelings. 
He felt himfelf all night in a moft 
forlorn and uncomfortable fitua- 
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tion, About the dawn of day he 
had fome new views of the pro- 
priety of fubmitting to God, un- 
conditionally ; and that it wasa 
thing moft fuitable and excellent 
that Jehovah fhould do his pleaf- 
ure concerning all things. His ob- 
ftinacy now gave way ; he thought 
he could acquiefce in the divine 
fovereignty, and immediately found 
relief. The thought that all 
God’s adminiftrations were per- 
fe&tly holy, juft and good ; that 
he would do nothing but that which 
the beft interefts of the univerfe 
required, gave him a calmnefs of 
mind to which he had been a per- 
fe&t {tranger. But all this time it 
did not enter into his mind that 
he fhould be faved ; on the con- 
trary it was his prevailing opinion 
that he mult be rejected, for the 


| wrath of God was revealed from 


heaven againft him. As foon as 
it was light enough to fee, he read 
a few verfes in the bible, and fet 
out to walk a {mall diftance ; but 


| the impreflions were fo powerful 
_on his mind as induced him for a 
this feemed rather to harden him ; | 
a merciful Godin all thefe attempts | 


moment to ftop. In this moment 
a number of texts of {cripture 
came to him as diftinétly as if they 
had been {poken by fome other man, 
fuch as thefe, Come unto me ye that 


every one that thirfleth, Fc. and 
anumber of others which he did 
not recolleét to have heard or read 
for a longtime. He now conclu- 
ded it was the Lord of glory ad- 
drefling his wordto him. But the 
inference was not fach as proud 
and felf-conceited fanatics would 
draw—namely, that he fhould be 
faved, for God was now his friend, 
on the contrary he concluded that 
Jefus addreffed him in this man- 
ner to fhew him the aggravation of 
his condemnation. And his re- 
fletions were molt pungent and 
bitier, “ Ob, what a Saviour I have 
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* rejected—how able and ready 
‘ has he been to help and fave me 
¢—bnt [ have rejected him and 
* held all his truths in unrighteouf- 
* nefs—eternal death is may portion, 
‘in fpite of all the love and mer- 
‘its of Jefus—he has in perfect 


‘ jultice turned againft me and I | 


* cannot open my mouth to com- 
* plain.” With refleétions like 


thefe he walked backwards and | 


forwards a few minutes, wringing 
his hands in fearful agony, as be- 
ing now certain of his miferable 
doom for eternity. At this time 


thefe words came into his mind as | 


diftin@ly as before, “ Have I not | 


done enough for you? Have you 
not ftood out againft me long 
enough ?” An overcoming power 
attended thefe words fo that he was 
conftrained tocry, “ yes, Oh yes 
Lord, I bow to thee, Oh make me 
what thou wilt.” 

This was fucceeded by a ferenity 
and peace which he never felt be- 
fore and of which he had no idea. 
It was divine refrefhment to a foul 
diffolved in penitence and love. 

The day before this he told a 
friend that it feemed to him, if 
ever he fhould be fo happy as to 
obtain an intereft in Chriit, he 
could never pray in his family, be- 
caufe he was fuch an ignorant and 
helplefs creature. But this morn- 
ing he foon returned into his houfe, 
called his family together and 
poured forth fuch {trains of adora- 
tion and acknowledgement, and 
fuch fervent prayers as melted the 
family intotears. I will only add 
that his apparent perfeverance gives 
reafon to believe that this was not 
a mere delufion. 

Another perfon, whofe wife 
joined the church in the fummer of 
1798, was deeply impreffed at 
that circumRance, although noth- 
ing that was faid to him cculd af- 
f:é& him before. 

Vor. I. No. 12. 
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clofe of that year, he obtained 4 
hope that he had paffed from death 
unto life. But no reprefentations 
could induce him to pray in his 
family. This man being the next 
{pring convinced of thefalfe grounds 
of his hope—gave it up, and after 
great diftiefs, obtained comforta- 
ble acquaintance with the doétrines 
of the gofpel and ‘he way of life 
by Jefus Chrift. After this he 
found that all the obftacles which 
hindered family worfhip were of 
no weight, that it was only the 
want of a religious heart that pre- 
vented him. And his views and 
feelings being now apparently chane 


ged, he could intreduce it with 
| «JOY: 


From this narrative you are not 
to conclude that a reformation has 
reached every perfon in the town 
or the fociety ; on the contrary it 
is to be feared that great numbers 
remain deftitute of faving grace. 
Many have not been impreffed at 
all, many have loft what they had 
—and fome are more difcontented 
with gofpel truths than ever. 

May God of his infin te mercy 
bring them to repentance! Amen. 

Yours, &c. 
JosHua Wirtrams, 
Harwinten, December 1800. 


Memoirs of Mrs H——, whe 
clofed a life of exemplary piety 
with Chriflian comfort and refige 
nation. 

ARLY in life fhe was a fub- 
FE; ject of ferious imprefhions, 
obtained a hope in Chrift, and 
made a profeflion of religion. She 
was far from being confident and 
affured when {peaking of the ex- 
ercifes of her mind 3 but gave good 
evidence to others that her hope 
was well founded. Her life ap- 
peared to be that of a pious, pray 
erful, humble and exemplary 
Chriftian. In the management 
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of the concerns of her family fhe 
was difcreet and prudent. The 
heart of her hufband fafely trutt 
ed inher. ‘To her children the 
was a tender and affectionate pa- 
rent, a pious and able counfellor. 

Such was the general character 
fhe exhibited in life ; but the prin- 
cipal defign of this fketch is to de- 
{cribe fome of the leading exer- 
cifes of her mind during her laft 
ficknefs. In the firft {tage of her 
ilInefs, having little hope of re- 
covery, fhe was greatly tried with 
the thought of leaving her chil- 
} dren, who were moft of them in 
that period of life when moft ex- 
pofed to be deceived and led aftray 
by the allurements, amufements 
and vanities of the world She 
found it difficult to bring her mind 
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abroad inherfoul. Her heart was 
filled with fuch raptures of joy as 
overcame the fears of death, dift 
armed the king of terrors, and 
rendered him lovely in her fight, 
as a meflenger of peace. With 
fuch views fhe feveral times exe 
prefled herfelf to the minifter, as 
he called to vifit her, in nearly the 
following words. As he came to 
re fide of the bed, on which the 
ay, expecting hourly to d 

fhe took him by the Send a 
a cheerful voice, and with joy im. 
preffed on her countenance, faid 
* How fweet death is. It is pleaf. 
ant as the morning, fweet as the 
honey and honey-comb, to go to 
my dear Redeemer.”  Seafons 
of focial prayer were exceedingly 
precious in her fight; and on fuch 


to a willingnefs to part with them, | occafions fhe appeared remakably 


and to commit them wholly to | fervent and devout. 
This inordinate anxie'y, | 


God. 
and want of confidence in the 
great difpofer of all things fhe 
greatly lamented. it feemed to 
be the chief fource of her trouble. 
She did not with the clergyman of 


Her joy was 
at times like that defcribed by the 
Apoftle, “ Whom having not 
fecn ye love. In whom, tho’ now 
ye fee him not, yet believing, ye 


! aes with joy unfpeakable and 
fi 


the fociety, when he called to vif- ; 


it her, to pray for her life. but 
that fhe might be entirely refigned 
to the divine will. This refigna- 
tion fhe foon obtained in a very 
confiderable degree ; and faid that 
fhe was willing to give ail up, to 
commit herfelf, her children, and 
all her concerns into the hands of 
God. To preferve and eftablith 
her mind in this patient, refigned 
and fubmiffive frame, fhe would 
frequently reflect upon the fuffer- 
ings of Chrift, to which he cheer- 
fully fubmitted in ovr ftead, and 
mention the impropriety and inex- 
cufablenefs of our complaints un- 
der trials and fufferings compara- 
tively fmall, and which fall fo far 
below our defert. 

At times the love of God 
feemed to be remarkably thed 





] of glory.” 

She uniformly manifefted a thor- 
ough conviction and feeling fenfe of 
her entire unworthinefs, and af- 
cribed all the good, which fhe ex- 
perienced, or hoped for, to the 


. free grace of God, through the 


merits of the Redeemer. Toher 
hufband and friends bewailing her 
expected death, fhe addrefled 
the words of Chrift, ‘* Weep not 
for me, but weep for yourfelves 
and for yourchildren. ‘The falva- 
tion of fouls and the profperity of 
religion lay near her heart. She 
urged it upon her family and eth- 
ers to make religion their chief 
purfuit. This the enforced by her 
words but more powerfully by her 
example. Her peace and comfort 
of mind continued to the laft. 
Having finifhed her courfe fhe fell 
afleep in Jefus, and as we truft is 
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one to her Saviour, in whom fhe 
o much delighted. 

In fcripture much is faid refpea- 
ing the pleafures of religion, anc 
its confolat.ons in times of trial. 
When we fee fuch declarations 
exemplified, the power, the joys 
and the fupports of religion felt 
and evidenced, we are led more 
fully to believe in the divine prom 
ifes, and more feelingly to realiz: 
the excellency of religion When 
we fee perfons, languifhing on a bed 
of ficknefs, under a lively fenfe of 
the near approach of death, of 
their own charaéters as guilty and 
ill-deferving, and of the perfeét 
holinefs and juftice of God, ex- 
perience inexprefhible joy in con- 
templating the divine charaéter, and 
through faith in Chrift triumph 
over death and the grave; the 
tighteors muft feel their faith 
ftrengthened, and be enabled more 
fervently to praife and adore their 
glorious Redeemer who is thus 
mighty to fave. Sinners alfo at 
fach'times are conftrained to pay 
an involuntary tribute to religion, 
and to join with Balaam in faying, 
“Let me die the death of the 
fighteous, and let my laft end be 


like his.” 
PHILO. 


Sree eeaaeee 


To tue Eprrors or tue Cin- 
necticut Evancenticat Mac- 
AZINE. 


GEnTLEMEN, 
THE following thoughts are 
offered for your infpedtion. 


Romans ix. 13. Fucob have I lov. 
ed, but Efzu have I hated. 


T is conceived that the con- 
nexion of thefe words with 

the context leads us to confider 
God’s eternal putpofe of forming 
fome of ‘mankind to be veflels of 


Remarks on Romans tx. 13. 
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mercy, and of having others be- 
come veffels of wrath, fitted for 
deftruction. 

By God’s hating Efau is not 
mea’ tthat God exercifed any male 
ice or malevolence t: wards him. 
God ts rota malicious being. But 
he exercifes a benevolent pood will 
towards all his rational creatures. 
Hebd a benevolent regard to 
Efau’s happinefs. But his benev- 
olence fecks the higheft happinefs 
of his holy kingdom, and not the 
greateft individual happinefs of all 
and each of his creatures. And 
God’s ultimate end in forming @ 
rational creature is not the individ- 
ual happinefs or mifery of that 
creature 3 buthis ultimate end is 
hisown glory, or, what amounts 
tothe fame, the glory and bleffed- 
nefs of his holy kingdom. And 
God, in determining to give exif 
tence to fuch a perfon as Lfau, faw 
it would be moft for the glory and 
bleffednefs of his kingdom, to ee 
up the holinefs and happinefs of 
Efau, and let him become a veffel 
of wrath, fitted for deftruétion, 
And therefore God comparatively 
hated him ; that is, God had in- 
finitely greater love 10 himfelf and 
to his holy kingdom, than to E- 
fau, as an individual God was 
not deftitute of benevolence to- 
wards Kfav. Efau’s individual 
happinefs wa: as dear to God. as 
the individual happinefs of Jacob, 
fuppofing them to have equal capa 
city to enjoy happinefs. But the 
individual good .or happinefs of 
Efau muft be given up for the fake 
of a greater good. God in the 
exercife of his benevolence muft 
regard objeéts according to their 
worth. As God’s holy kingdom, 
with himfelf at the head, is of in- 
finitely more worth than fuch an 
individual as Efau, God can, in 
perfeét wifdom and love, difpenfe 
with Efau’s good or happinels, 
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thathe may thereby promotea good 
infinitely greater. ) 

The words of Chrift in Luke 
xiv. 26. may.aflift in underftand- 
ing thefe words of the Apoftle. 
There Chrift declares that if a 
man hate not his father and moth- 
er, &c. he cannot be his difciple. 
Itis an exprefs, divine command 
that every one fhould become the 
difcipie of Chrift, and, confe- 
quently hate in a certain fenfe his 
father and others. But yet no one 
is required to exercife ill will or 
malice towards his parents and 
connections. He is itill ro exer- 
cife benevolence towards them ; 
but he is to exercife vaftly more 
Jove to Chrift. He is, compar- 
atively, to hate them, becaufe God 
isinfinitely more worihy of his love. 

The moral law is the only ftand- 
ar. of holy love, both to God 
and creatures. his law requixes 
us torclinguifh a lefs good for the 
fake of a greater: And God re 
gards his own holy law, by doing 
the fame. The law clearly thews 
what is the temper or difpofition 
of God’s heart ; and it plainly 
teaches what we ought to be in the 
temper of our hearts. 

God loved Jacob, in diftin&tion 
from Eau, by de sgning him asa 
veffel of mercy. In his preat love 
and grace, he purpofed to renew 
and fandtify Jacob, and bring him 
to heaven, that he might be to the 
praife of the glory of his grace. 

There was no criminal partiality 
in the divine conduct in this in- 
{tance ; for God in the whole had 
a fincers and fupreme regard to his 
own glory,and the highelt bleffed- 
nefs, of his kingdom. ; . 


Reli gious Intelligence. 


Exira® of a letter from one of the 
Conaghicut Miffionaries,;: dated 
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Coitsville, New ConneBicut, 

March 28, 1801. 

‘<I find people in general dif. 
pofed to hear preaching, and in 
fome inftances there are hopeful 
appearances. The laft week and 
Sabbath afforded, under divine in- 
fluences, the moft pleafing profpeéts 
of a revival among the young peo- 
ple in this town. <A revival is 
greatly longed for by the pious 
people, and in fome inftances it ap- 
pears as tho’ God had begun to 
work In a fociety called Little 
Beaver, abuut 20 miles from 
Young’s town, there is much at: 
tention to religion, under the min- 
iftry of Mr. Thomas Hughes. 
He has with him a young man of 
the Shawanefe tribe of Indians, a 
very fenfible man, who is attend- 


‘ing to the languages and is now a 


fubjeét of ferious concern. If 
God fhould give him a pious heart, 
he would be of great fervice as a 
miffonary among the Indians of 
f{everal tribes. We have heard 
lately from the country below Ken- 
tucky, that there is a remarkable 
revival there. 


Extra@ of a letter from the Rev. 
Foun Errwein, Bifbop of the 
Moravian Church at Bethlehem, 
to one of the Editors, dated May 
16/4, 1801. 

“* | have particularly to thank 
the Editors of the Conneticut E- 
vangelical Ma; azine for inferting a 
fhort and true hiftory of the Breth- 
ren’s church and her Miffions a- 
mong the Heathen. At the end 
of Jalt year 61 perfons were em- 
ployed in the ble%ed miflionary 
work in different parts. Since 
that time 5 men and 3 women were 
added to that number from the 
brethren in North Carolina and 
Pennfylvania. A. ‘new.  mifhon 
was begun among the, Chcrokee 
nation, and one,on, Wabath river, 
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near White creek, the chief fet. 
tlement of the Delaware nation. 
Upon an invitation from them to 
the Chriftian Indians on Mutkin- 
gum, a brother with his wife and 
a fingle man from here, are gone 
with 3 or 4 families from Gothen 
on Mufkingum to begin a miflion 
fetrlement in that weftern country. 

“* An account received lately of 
the Miflion among the Hottentots, 
from July «5th, 1799, to January 
Sth, 1800, is very pleafing. In 
that time 57 adults and 27 chil- 
dren were baptized into the death 
of Jefus ; 2§ admitted to the holy 
communion ; 68 perfons were ad- 
ded to the candidates for bap- 
tifm ; 6 pair of the converts were 
matried, and 7 fouls departed this 
life. The congregation ae gree 
was 201 fouls: 1234 fouls lived 
about them to hear the word of 
God daily ~ On the 8th of Jane- 
ary 1800, a new church was dedi- 
cated, in which about 1500 Hot- 
tentots can meets under cover. 
Many of the Low Dutch fetulers 
are become the Brethren’s friends, 
and frequent their public meetings, 
with a feeming concern for their 
foul’s falvation. 

«“ The miflion in the ifland of 
Tobago was alfo bleffed. The 
Miffionary was encouraged by gov- 
ernment, and many proprietors of 
eftates have invited him to preach 
in their hqufes. gmenand £1 wo- 
men were baptized inthe year 1799. 

“© We take great part and re- 
joice in the endeavors of the dif- 
ferent Chriftian denominations to 
propagate the gofpel and the king- 
dom of Chrift. If the fruit be 
but brought to him, to whom it be- 
longs, no matter of what denom- 
ination the reapers are. 

** My brethren who have read 
your magazine, were pleafed with 
your important undertaking, pray- 
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God’s blefling and gracious affitt- 
ance in it.” , 


Extrad of a letter from the Rev. 
Fesse Townsenn of New Dur- 
ham, dated May gth, 180. 

“ God is difplaying the fove- 
reignty of his grace among my 
peopie. About 20 have latel 
been hopefully made the fubje&ts of 
renewing grace ; and about 30 
more appearuncer concern. ‘The 
work progreffes with great calm- 
nefs, without the leaft appearance 
of enthufiafm. -The hand of God 
is moft evidently difplayed in it. 
God is found of thofe who fought 
not after him.” 


MISSIONARIES. 
ABOUT the firft of May laft, 


Mr. Amafa Jerome returned from 
a miflion of eleven months to the 
weftern counties of New-York. 
The Rev. Seth Willifton re- 
turned from New-York {tate the 
beginning of May, having been 
on his miffion nearly 18 months. 
About the fame time Mr. Rob- 
ert Porter returned from a miflion 


of 10 weeks to the {citlements on 
Black River. 


ORDINATION. 

On Wednefday May zoth, the 
Rev. Archibald Baffet, was or- 
dained to the work of the gofpel 
miniftry in the fociety in Winchef- 
ter. The Rev. Samu:l F. Mills, 
of Torringford, made the intro- 
duétory prayer: the Rev. Amos 
Baffett, of Hebron, a near rela- 
tive of the paftor elect, preached 
from Mat. vi. 22, 23 ; the Rev. 
Feel Boardwell, of Kent, made the 
confecrating prayer ; the Rev. 
Ammi R. Robbins, of Norfolk, 
gave the charge ; the Rev. Chaun- 
cey Lee, of Colebrook, gave the 
right hand of fellowilip; and the 
Rev. PeteP Starr, of Warren, 


jag with me, that you may receive ; made the concluding prayer. 
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A Statement of the Funds of the Miffionary Society of ConneBicut, from 
the inftution of the Society to the clofe of the year 1800, publifued by 
requeft of the Truflees of the Society. 


No. 1. 


Account of Monies received by the Treafurer of the Society. 
1798 
spr 4. From the Committee of Miffions, under former 
regulations, . ° ~ i . 
Oaeber. From fundry perfons, fubfcribed to promote the 
object of a Miffionary Society eltablifhed by 
Hartford North Affociation, and by direétion 
of faid Affociation paid to the Treakeres of 
the Miffionary Society of Conneéticut, ° 96 6: 
1799 From fandry fubfcriptions and donations, (viz. 
April. Subfcribed in Woodbury, + + 278 


638 83 


From a Stranger, ° . . 5 

1800 May. do. a friend, money found, — + 4 
May. do. Ladies’ Society in Norwich, 13 34 

do. a Stranger, - : : 42 


Sepp O08 do. 2 do. 1 dollar each, - 2 
. EE eee 61 a2 
1799 Contributed in New-Settlements, (viz ) 
May. From Rev. Amos Baffett, paid to him, % 29 
Sept. do. Rev. Seth Willifton, do. $3 43 








1800 Fan. do. Rev. Jedidiah Buthnell, do. 5 
do. Salmon King, do. Iz 3 
February. do. Rev. Seth Willifton, do. 21 78 
March. do. Sylvefter Dana, do. t 10 
September. do. Rey. William Storrs, do. 3 
Sent from Canandarqua, “ay 4 
96 49 
Contributions in the feveral Societies in the State, on the 
firft Sabbath of May 1799, ae on ae 2033 63 
do. do. May 1800, = ee 2224 32 
Dec. 29. Intereft on money loaned to the prefent time, 218 8 







From Norwalk, Canaan Society, for Indian 
Miffion, - : - s = -« 5@ 
Subfcriptions for eftablifhing a permanent Fund, via. 
3799 May. From Rev. George Colton, = 50 
do. Rev. Noah Benedié, - 5 
do. Rev James Noyes, - 9 
do. Rev. Ifaac Lewis, D.D. + 43 28 
do. Rev. John Willard, Stafford, 1 
1800 do. Rev. Nathan Williams, D. D. 20 
January. do. Rev. Nicholas Street, 6. 
do. Editors of Hartford Hymns, 80 
do. Rev. Benjamin Trumbull, pro- 
fits of his fermons on divine rey- 
elation, - - : go 
May. do. do. 143 
do. aStranger, - + «+ 200 
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, do. Rev. Benjamin Trumbull 80 50 
- do. Rev. Charles Backus, : 10 ’ 


a - OOF 95 


6060 33 
No. 2. 


Difburfements by order of the Truftees of the Society. 
3799 
May 7. ‘To Mefs’rs Hudfon and Goodwin for Printing 
and Stationary, —- 
To Rev. Amos Baffett, for a “Miffion to Vermont 
To Rev. Walter King, do. New York fate, 
To Rev. P. V. Booge, do. Vermont, 
= Rev. Alexander Gillet, do. do. 
Rag fora map of Vermont, _ - 
ev. Andrew Judfon, for a Miffion to : Mew. 
bg State, - 
To Rev. A. Flint, for flationary and poftage, 
To Rev. Seth arenes for a Miffon to New- 
York flate, - 
To Mefs’rs Hudfon and Cctiain. for Printing 
and Stationary, -  - 
For Books fent to the new Radenenee, ° 
To Mr. Jedediah Bufhnell, fora heme to New- 
York State, - : 
To Mr. Salmon King, de. é 
To Rev. Aaron Kinne, do. do. 
To Mr. Sylvefter Dana, do. do. 
and Vermont, . 
To Mefs’rs Hudfon & Goodwin, for printing 
narratives, &c. 
To Rev. Seth Willifton, for a Miffion to New. 
York State, : 
To Mr. Marthfield Secale, & Canes 
To Rev. J..Bufhnell, do. New-York State, 
To Rev. A. Flint, for ftationary and poftage, 
‘To John I. Wells for a cheft to contain Mif- 
fionary books and papers, . 
To Mr. David Bacon, Miffionary to the Indians, 
To Mr. J. B. Andrews, in advance to him as a 
Miffionary, = - 
To Mefs’rs Hudfon and Goodwin for Stationary, 
To Rev. A. Flint, for poftage, ~ ° - 
To Rev. Wm. Storrs, b or a Miflion to Vermont, 
To Rev. David Huntington, do. do. 
To Mr. Amafa Jerome, do. to New- York State, 
To Rev. Jofeph Badger, do. to New-Connetticut, 
To Mr. Robert Porter, do. to Vermont, = - 











ade Miffionary Society Funds. CJone, 
Amount of Receipts, - : o+-% 6060 33 


Amount of Difburfements - 1990 7 
Stolen from the Treafury, May 
2gthi800, - - - = 239 88 
awe: ae 
Balance in the Treafury, Dec. 30th 1800, 3830 38 


Permanent Fund, -— - - 690 75 
For fupport of Miffionaries, = - 3139 63 





3830 38 


A. KINGSBURY, Treajurer, 


to the Miffionary Society, 
Hartford, May 28th, 1801. 


NOTE. Of the above balance nearly 1400 Dollars, have been paid 


out fince the firft of Fanuary laf ; a particular account of which wi 
be given in the next number of the Magazine. 

















ryt 

Lue Editors take this opportunity, at the clofe of the 
firft volume of the Magazine, to return their thanks to the pub- 
lic, for the very liberal encouragement given to the work. ‘They 
alfo return thanks to their correfpondents for their generous 
affiftance in communicating pieces for publication. In compil- 
ing the Magazine, the Editors have aimed at variety as well 
as utility. ‘They have endeavored to adhere to their original 
plan, and have therefore been obliged to exclude fome pieces, 
which were meritorious, becaufe not coming within that plan. 
If they have fucceeded, in any degree, in promoting the ob- 
jets originally contemplated, this will compenfate them for 
their expenfe of time and labor. ‘This fuccefs however is not 
to be attributed to their efforts, but to the intrinfic merit of the 
pieces communicated to them. ‘That fome things fhould have 
been admitted not agreeable to the tafte of every reader, is no 
more than was to be expected. The wifeft and beft men dif- 
fer in their opinions on many fubjects not effential to falvation. 
Their taftes and modes of thinking are different. Hence, the 
fame fentiments, and the fame modes of expreffing them will 
not pleafe every one. The Editors however flatter themfelves 
that they have admitted nothing into the Magazine hottile t@ 
thofe fundamental do€trines which are generally taught in this 
country. ‘They folicit their correfpondents to continue their 
favors, and to furnifh them with matter for another volume on 
the various fubjes mentioned in the plan of the work. 

It is impoflible for the Publifhers to bring their accounts into 
fuch a fituation at prefent, as to afcertain with precifion the 
number of Magazines fold, and the expenfes attending the 
publication and fale. From the beft eftimate which can now 
be made, it appears that upwards of 3000 fets of the work 
have been difpofed of, the net profits of which, provided 
punctual payment is made, will be nearly or quite 1500 dollars. 
When the prefent number fhall be delivered out to fubfcribers, 

Vou. I. No. 12. Nana 























482 CONCLUSION. 
the accounts will be audited by the Honorable JonaTHANn Brace 
and Joun Porter, Efquires, appointed by the Truftees of 
the Miffionary Society, to affift the Editors in fettling accounts 
with the Publifhers. A particular ftatement will then be pub- 
lifhed of the expenfes and profitsof the work. As the prefent 
number finifhes the firft volume, it is particularly requefted 
that the Subfcribers will remit the pay to the publifhers, as foon 
as poflible, that the Miflionary Society may be receiving the 
intcreft of the profits. ‘The Truftees of the Society have ap- 
pointed his Honor Joun ‘TREADWELL and the Rev. Mefs’rs 
Nathan Strong and Abel Flint, to receive the money from the 
Publiihers and pay it over to the Treafurer of the Society. 
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